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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author of Burton-Wood 1s 
proud to confeſs her obligation to 
2 generous. public for their favourable 
notice of that work, which, notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe errors incident to a. firſt 
attempt, has met with a rapid ſale.— 
This circumſtance induces her to try the 
fucceſs of a ſecond performance; — On 
the ſubject of the following ſheets ſhe 
has little to- obſerve. — The ſtory: being 
inconteſtibly the moſt pathetic, as well 
as the moſt elegant, in the facred 
writings, needs no. eulogium. — The 
liberality of her numerous ſubſcribers 
claims. her grateful notice ; — to them 
me is truly thankful for. their diſtin- 
gutſhing encouragement. 
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"HETHER muſing pen- 
ſive by the murmurin 18 
brook, or roaming o'er 
the tree-crowned ſummit of a lofty hill, 
with tranſport indeſcribable, | 1 ſee the 
munificence of nature ſtand dif played, 
loſt in the depth of meditation, i innume- 
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2 JOSEPH. 
rous ideas roll ſucceſſive through this 


glowing boſom. —What ſcenes impreſs 


my fluctuating thoughts! I chooſe, 
reject, — and ſtill, in choice uncertain, 
am doubtful where to fix! —Infpire me, 
then, thou Mover of the heavens. —Oh! 
give thy ſervant powers equal to the 
arduous taſk! — Thou ſeeſt the agi- 
tation of my heart; ſeeſt with what 
anxious doubt and trembling hope I 
ſtrive to weave the vaſt deſign. —With- 
out thy aid, thou great enlightener of 
the human mind, without 250 ſuffrage, 
vain, vain and futile, are the attempts of 
feeble mortals. — Even genius, — edu- 


cation, — taſte, — were nought, if unaſ- 
ſiſted by Omnipotence! — Shall, then, 
an un- taught muſe aſpire to a flight ſo 


; daring, —whom genius, taſte, and edu- 


cation, 
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JOSEPH. 3 


cation, render inluffcient! — Tes. 
This aſpiring ſoul can brook no meaner 
ſubject, but ardent wiſhes, in ſtrains 
pathetic or ſublime, to paint the deep 
diſtreſs, the perſevering faith, and rap- 
turous thankfulneſs, of that great pa- 
triarch, whom heaven, in goodneſs, ſo 
ſeverely tried! Give me, thou awful 
majeſty, to trace each ſcene of woe the 
reverend Jacobendurec., i. ile mourning 
for a ſon moſt tenderly beloved. To 
mark, with forceful energy, his pious 
gratitude, when, by the operation of 
compaſſionating love, his ſoul experien 

ced the quick tranſition from pungent 
anguiſh to heart-thrilling joy. — Teach 
me, in language adequate and forcible, 
to draw the ſympathiſing drop from 
virtue s eye, force the reluctant tear a- 
2 3 down 


4 10S E P. E. 


down the rugged cheek, and melt the 
deart eſtranged to pity's claim. 


Sort were the breathings of a ſmiling 
morn, — enchantingly harmonious the 
ſong of different birds, whoſe ſwelling 
notes, all various astheir plumage, form- 
ed a concert beyond econ pleaſing. 
— Cataracts, foaming down the ſteepy 
heights of cloud-aſpiring mountains, 
broke with inexpreſſible grandeur upon 
the ear of contemplation, — while the 
ſhepherd, animated by the una/ual chear- 
fulneſs of riſing day, tuned his rough. 
pipe, which, from the effects of cruel 
famine, long by his ſide had ſilent hung, 
but now, in artleſs ſtrains, breathed out 


the grateful eulogy of providence di- 
vine. — To complete this grand aſſem- 


blage 
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blage of natural beauty, the great lu- 


minary of the world roſe broad and 
fiery, ſhedding his ineffectual gleams 


oF". "0 


upon the tops of diſtant rocks, that caſt 


a lengthened ſhade o'er ſwelling ſeas. — 


But as the powerful orb advanced above 


the edge of the viſible horizon, he threw 


an inconceivable radiance upon the leafy 


branches of o'er-ſpreading trees, commu- 

F nicating his fervideſſence to herds-and 

flocks, and all created beings. 

: 'Twas at this period of the riſing day, 

1 when Jacob, aſſiſted by his youngeſt 

1 hope, forſook the couch of drooping 
3 care, to taſte the renovating ſweetneſs 

t of the early breeze. One trembling hand, 


emboſſed with veins, (through which the 
purple fluid languid flowed,) was thrown, 
B 3 with 
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6 JOSE P E. 


with fond affection, o'er the ſhoulders 
of his darling Benjamin; — the other 
graſped a rugged oaken ſtaff, — The 
ſoul-tormenting effect of confirmed de- 
ſpair had deepened the furrows 
which were ſtrongly indented on the 
countenance of trembling age. — Thin- 
ly ſcattered were the hoary locks ſur- 
rounding the faintly-throbbing temples ; 
— and ſunk were thoſe eyes.which yet 
retained a keenneſs of expreſſion. — His 
every motion ſtrongly marked the true 
diſplay of human nature, ſinking under 
thoſe depreſſing concomitants, age and 
trouble. Not more awfully graceful 
appears the bending cedar, which, for 
ages paſt, has withſtood the vengeful 
effects of boiſterous winds, but, ſhat- 
tered by thoſe mercileſs enemies, ſtands 

tre- 
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tremulous, deprived of all its luxuriant 
ornaments.—Striking was the contraſt 


between the juvenile ſupporter and his 


tottering parent !— Youthand beauty, 


Joined to maſculine ſtrength, ſhone 
through the comely form of Benjamin. 
— The vermillion tints of an expanded 
roſe ſtood confeſſed, in the richeſt ſuf- 


fuſion, on his glowing cheek. The ear- 


1y zephyrs wantoned in his auburn locks, 


that waved about his neck. — And his 
whole perſon evinced the power 
of that all-wiſe Creator who had adorned 


the nobleſt of his works with ſuch ſingu- 


lar perfeftions. — The various ſcenes 


around impreſſed the mind of holy Jacob 
with ſenſations awful and devout. — 
Meekly he offered up fervent ac- 
knowledgements to the ommiſcient be- 

B 4 ing, 


N —— _—_— — — Mon 


* 


—_— 


— —— Adi t4.ooe . 


* A 
— . 2 „0 


* 
—— 


3 JOSEPH. 


ing, and felt a gleam of peace pervade 


his breaſt, the conſequence of his -zea- 
lous aſpirations! — But, ſuddenly ſtruck 
with the excruciating remembrance of 
Joſeph's unhappy fate, grief- fraught 
ſighs burſt from his loaded boſom, and, 

caſting his aged eyes to heaven, he . 
r N 


6 O JosꝑrR, thou precious offspring 


of an ancient fire, art thou indeed no 
« more? — Ye woods, ye hills, ye lan- 
* guid ſtreams, ſtill do ye preſent to 
<< my harrowed mind ſome ſad remem- 


« brance of my long-loſt.ſon!”—Big 
drops of anguiſh interrupted the current 


of his complaints, and he ſtood in the 


ſtriking attitude of poignant diſtreſs, — 


The dutiful Benjamin, not yet riſen 


from 


— — — =o — — 
— — — 
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ſrom the poſture in which he had joined 
the afflicted Iſrael in his pious effuſions 
to the Almighty, now with ſweet per- 
ſuaſive aſpect addreſſed his unhappy 


% 


fire. 


« FATHER, remit . thoſe tears of de- 
e ſpair, — See, . proſtrate, the child of 
« thine age. — 'Tis Benjamin, my pa- 
« rent, the ſucceſſor of thy dear lament- 
« ed Joſeph, who wiſhes to calm the 
« perturbations-of thy ſoul. — Believe 
« not my ungenerous brethren. —It is, 
ce perhaps, for intereſted motives they 
« labour to convince thee of his death. 


«©. Give way, O my father, to the earn- 


c eſt pleadings of affectionate duty.— 
« Suffer the voice of comfort to ſtrike 
< upon thy diſtrefled heart. Let the 


cc un- 


« uncommon beauty of this chearful 
c morn animate thy over-powered ſpi- 
< rits, — We will even ſuppoſe the an- 
gel of death, commiſſioned by the 
moſt high, has levelled the mortal 
ſtroke at thy beloved. — Still, O thou 
ce great example of paternal tenderneſs, 
« ftill ſhall thy laſt-born ſtrive, with 
ce watchful aſſiduity, to leſſen thine ex- 


A 
A 


A 
A 


A 
Lay 


ce treme ſenſe of irremediable woe!” — 


« Yes, (replied the venerable patri- 
arch, ) I will hope! — Thou, O God, 
« haſt not deprived me of chat ſweet re- 
< ſource. — Yet wilt thou deign to at- 
ce tend the ſupplications of helpleſs 
« mortality. — If my Joſeph be no 
«© more, (ſoul-piercing thought!) if he 
« be numbered with the bleſt, ſome un- 


expected 


OSE. 55 


« expected circumſtance, guided by thy 
« jnſcrutable operations, will bring the 


« dreaded certainty to my anxious ear. 
« — With humble patience, O my Ben- 


cc jamin, I will wait the Almighty's | 


ce pleaſure. — For thee, thou angelic 
ce comforter, for thee, may heaven be 


cc ever watchful, and preſerve to a de- 


<« clining parent the bleſſing of thy 


c converſation.” 


Nor half ſo lovely appear the ſalu- 
tiferous dews of evening, ſhedding am- 
broſial fragrance on herbs, fruits, and 
flowers, as the ſweet drop of filial af- 
fection which traced its filent courſe a- 
long the blooming cheek, impelled by 


a painful ſenſe of a fond father's woe l— 


Tux forceful heat of a meridian ſun 


induced them now to ſeek the ſhelter of 
N their 


— — — — ͤ— __ 


their humble tent, which they had 
ſcarcely attained when Reuben (who, 
with his brethren, was juſt returned from 
Egypt, laden with purchaſed food) ap- 
peared before his anceſtor, — The coun- 


tenance of Jacob expreſſed his thankful 
joy. — Pleaſed, he beheld the timely 


| ſuccours which neceſſity made moſt wel- 


come; for dreadful was the famine 
which reigned throughout the promiſed 
Canaan. — In vain the ſoft reviving 
dews deſcended through the dun ob- 
ſcure of night! — In vain the vivifying 
ſun ſhot with power irreſiſtible to the 
depths of the earth, quickening the ſeeds 
of vegetation No bleſſed conſequen- 
ces followed the united powers of? heat 
and cold. — Blaſted were the arid fields, 

„ and 
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and languid drooped the half-blown buds. 
— The lovely appearance of a flattering 
morn ſoon gave way to the melancholy 
ſtifling breezes of an enervating ſouth 
wind; and thoſe, who, with the early 
dawn, rejoiced, now ſunk, fatigued, — 
diſpirited ! — Since famine appeared in 
the land, theſe were the uſual conſe- 
quences. — In vain the huſbandman 
turned the glebe and ſowed the multi- 
plying grain. — In vain the gardener 
pruned his trees, or with manure ſup- 
plied the impoveriſhed ſoil. — Still fruit- 
leſs was their labour. — Fair was the 
ſmiling proſpect for a time, bur, alas ! 
the ſpringing blade produced no crop. 
— All was dejection through the land. 
— See, my children, (ſaid the He- 
« brew ſire,) the workings of tremen- 

© dous 
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« dous might! — This grateful. morn 
« broke with delightful beauty on a 
ce reviving world, — The humid pearls 
« hung on the drooping plants, which 
cc raiſed their heads to meet the reno- 


« yating powers, and all the ſcene was 


ce lovely. — But now pernicious bree- 
4 zes, with their noxious influence, 


ce cruſh the new-raifed vigour of a freſh- 


« ened earth. But ſay, my ſon, 
« why this boding ſilence ? —Speak, O 


« Reuben, why this dejection? — 


« Weakened with ſorrow and the in- 


« convenience of extreme age, I am 


ce unable to endure the tortures of un- 


ce certainty.” 


SUSPICION, like the darting lightning, 


ſhot through the wretched Iſrael's ap- 


prehenſive heart. | 
ALas ! 


« ALas! what, filent ſtill? — That 
« gloom deſpondent ſpeaks ſome fatal 


a 

fls « conſequence. — Relieve, my ſons, 
ch * theſe cruel fears. — (For now his 
o- | « other children preſented themſelves 
28 before him.) — It is a father afks the 
e. © dreaded explanation.” 

e, ALL liſtened to the pathetic requeſt, 
n- but all continued mute. — None dare 
n, explain a cauſe which muſt increaſe the 
O weight of trouble already nearly inſup- 
— portable. — Till Reuben, proſtra- 
1 ting himſelf at Jacob's feet, thus 
n ſpake. — © Suffer me, O my parent, 


« to unfold a ſubject which calls for all 
« thy fortitude. — No fault of ours, but 


« the unſearchable work of heaven.“ 


« R1sx, my ſon, (interrupted the im- 


ce patient patriarch,) riſe, my ſon, and 
im- 
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« immediately diſcloſe the fearful 
c myſtery.” —— 


Revszn aroſe, and proceeded re- 
luctantly to relate the ungrateful ſtory. 


« Obedient to your commands, we 
te haſtened to the land of Egypt, and 
te were courteouſly received by the go- 
« vernor of thoſe vaſt domains, whom 
« Pharaoh, from a conviction of his 
« wiſdom, has entruſted with the wel- 
« fare of a numerous people. — When 


« we were about to leave that mighty 


cc nation, the lord of the country inter- 


ce rupted our ſpeed, and we were ſum- 


THY © moned to appear before him, — 
114 e Cloſely he queſtioned us of our birth, 


| 14 ce of thee our father, and of our brother 


Ben- 
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Benjamin. —Examining each man with 
cc a ſerutiniſing eye. — Sudden he pau- 
« ſed, and ſeemed to labour for expreſ- 
« ſion: when, altering his aſpect, 
« (till then mild and gracious) an aw- 
e ful frown ſat on his ſullen brow, 
<«« while flaſhes of indignation lightened 
in his eye, making the gloom which 
« overſpread his features appear moſt 
ce terrible, — Silent, and ſtruck with 
horror, we waited the burſting 
of a tempeſt, which threatened de- 
« ftru&tionto your helpleſs offspring. — 
<« Butlong we ſtood not dubious of our 
< fate.—With a loud and angry voice, 
< he accuſed us of being ſpies, and 
< that with the worft defigns we came, 
te even to ſee the nakedneſs of the 
< land, — In vain we pleaded inno- 


0 C cence 
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ce cence and the purity of our inten- 
< tions. Nought availed with this 
e haughty lord but that, — O my 
father. I tremble to ſay, — he 
ce, inſiſted we ſhould leave our deareſt 
= n a pledge for our return with 
. — alas! I cannot finiſh the hor- 
te rid recital! — Speak, O Levi, aſſiſt 
c Your brother to diſcloſe the reſt. — 
cc Ah! muſt we wound a parent's 


; 
k 


« heart 


Levi rejoined, — © Yes, moſt true 
<c. jt is, this cruel governor expects the 
« preſence.of thy beloved Benjamin as 
a ſure teſtimony we have not deceived 
„him. — With us the gentle youth 
© muſtjourney to the diſtant land, or 
Simeon is for ever loſt, - Loſt to 

| 0 


JOSEPH. 19 


cc. his venerable fire, — loft to his de- 
« deploring wife and tender innocents. 
4 f½ Death moſt affuredly delays the 
te blow. but till ſuſpicion darkens 1 into 
« certainty. — 


In the midſt of thoſe horrors at- 
tending the ſacking a populous City, in 
the midſt of ravage, carnage, and de- 
ſolation, the miſerable mother of a little 
infant ſees the huſband of her tendereſt 
cares, (who had vainly fought for the 
preſervation of his darling family,) co- 
vered with wounds, expiring at her 
feet. — Surrounded with images of in- 
expreſſible woe, ſhe attempts to fly with 
the ſweet remains of connubial love, — 
Sudden, a brutiſh ſoldier (not yet glut- 
ted with ſcenes of diſtreſs, and hardened 


C 2 by 


3 


a ſpeaking look on the devoted 


by the enſanguined trade of ſlaughter) 
ſnatches the helpleſs victim from the foſ- 
tering breaſt, and ſtrikes the inſtru- 
ment of death through 1ts panting 
heart. — Death, thus fatal and unex- 
pected, conveys not more ghaſtly ideas 
to this wretched matron's ſoul than 
thoſe, which agitated the boſom of 
the ancient Jacob. — He threw 


Benjamin, and, covering his face with 
All felt the un- 
happy father's ſorrows, and in reſponſive 


his garment, wept. 


groans reverberated his griefs. — At 
length, (the violence of his emotions 
giving way to mournful utterance,) he 
faintly faid, 
c fee the dreadful conſequence®! — Ah 
«x me, 'moft wretched ! — Joſeph is 


de not; 


<« Yes, — I too plainly 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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| a „ © r #V> 
ee not; — Simeon is not; — and my 
« precious Benjamin muſt be the next 


facrifice ! — Why tear ye the vitals 
of a ſorrowing parent? — But à lit- 
tle while, and I ſhall be gathered to 
my forefathers. — But a little while, 


and the voice of the thunder ſhall no. 


longer be heard, nor the lightning's 
awful glare diſturb my calm 
repoſe. — Why, then, ſeek to deprive 
me of the lengthener. of my days, 
the conſoler of my affliction? — If I 
loſe thee, my child, — If thee I loſe, 
— where ſhall this wounded heart 
find peace ? — On what ſympathiſing 
boſom reſt this languid head? — 
Thou laſt dear bleſſing of my much- 


« lamented Rachel, — thow ſoftener of 


a parent's anguiſh, — revive not eve- 


WT: « ry 


* 
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« ry paſt occurrence by thy abſence. 
« And yet, my Simeon! — Muſt he be 
« ſacrificed? — What, no alterna- 
« tive? — Oh grief, nat to be en- 
« qured! —— . ent, 


Tux brethren. felt the bitterneſs of 
diſtreſs couched in the affecting apoſ- 
trophe. — But guilt, (though long re- 
pented, ) conſcious guilt, added to their 
own ſorrow for the melancholy cauſe, 
kept them ſilent. — None dare urge 
the painful requeſt, — None dare ſpeak 
the ſad neceſſity, which yet muſt be 
complied with, — either to force a dar- 

ling ſon from his diſconſolate father, or 
leave a deſerted brother toharſh impriſon- 

ment, perhaps a cruel death. 5 During 
the ſolemn pauſe which heart- corroding 


19 


anguiſh 
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anguiſn and ſaft commiſeration ob- 
ſerved, Benjamin revolved in his mind 


the ſituation in-which this aged mourn- 


er ſtood. Fain would he adminiſter 
eonſolation; fain apply the lenient balm. 
of comfort to ſoothe thoſe troubles which 
preſſed hard. upon his debilitated fire. — 

His on unbounded love and-reverence 
would make the ſacrifice of life a trifle. 
— But, alas! on that life hung the 
fate of decaying mortality! — How, 
then, could he aggravate thoſe miſeries- 
he would die to alleviate ? — With un- 
affected piety, excited by filial affection, 
he offered an expreſſive mental ej acula- 
tion to the Moſt-High. — His petition 
was heard. — Pleaſed. with the earneſt 
zeal of the youthful. worſhipper, heaven 
accorded to his ſolicitations, and ac- 
C 4 cepted 
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cepted the incenſe of pure devotion... 
Inſpired by the Divinity, whoſe ſuccour 
he had implored, Benjamin, breaking 
the ſolemn filence, graceful roſe, ad- 
dreſſing the difconſotate parent in theſe 
ſoul-moving terms, while the energy of 
conviction flowed from his lips. —— 
Great are thy ſufferings, O my fa- 
« ther! — Severely doſt thou feel what 
« a tremendous God inflids! — Let 
<« none, pteſumptuouſly aſſuming, think 
cc himſelf beyond the reach of calamity, 
c while thou, the choſen of Jehovah, 
c art bent to the earth by various woes. 
“ — Hear me, thou afflicted. — Thou, 
* who. mourneft in the duſt for miſeries 


« inexpreſſible, attend to the pleadings 
de of duty. — Permit thy Benjamin to 
accompany his brethren to tlie Egyp+ 
« tian 
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« tian land. — My preſence muſt con- 
ce vinee the incredulous governor.” — 


Ap doft thou, my ſon, doſt thou, 
* inſiſt upon leaving me a prey to de- 
* me * 


55 No, deareſt father, in does, 
* not leave. thee without reſource, — 
* Who has promiſed to. make thee fa- 
« cher of many nations? Ah has 
« diſtinguiſhed thee above thy cotem- 
« poraries? — And to whom is it ow- 
« ing that thy name 1s already render- 
« ed famous throughout the earth? — 
«. He who has done this will be thy 
comfort. — Thy piety will ſecure 
* thee conſolation from on high. — Be 
« eg, Q thou revered, and ſuf- 


6 fer 
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fer us to. depart. — Soon - ſhalt 
« thou behold: thy children. — Soon 
te ſhall the preſence of Simeon and Ben- 
« -jamin gladden thine affectionate heart. 
« — Soon ſhall they again be reſtored 
« to a rejoicing family.“ 

HERE he ceaſed, waiting that de- 


ciſion which muſt either confirm or de- 
ſtroy his hopes of relieving a brother 
ſo unjuſtly confined; — Deep meditation 
now employed the holy Ifrael. — His 
agoniſing feelings ſent up the moſt fer- 
vent aſpirations, and his whole frame 
was ſtrongly agitated with tlie ardent 
ſincerity of ſilent devotion. — All knelt 
with the devout ſuppliant.— All wiſh- 
ed peace to the unhappy. Long ſince 
had true: contrition ſeized the ſouls: of 
the guilty, for the atrocious act of con- 

veying 
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veying from his affectionate father the 
innocent Joſeph ; and it now redoubled 
the painful conſciouſneſs of thoſe miſe- 
ries they once had cauſed a helpleſs 
youth to endure, while they beheld the 


pious Jacob ſinking under this addi- | 


tional weight of grief. — Well might 
they feel the moſt pungent anguiſh who 
had fo largely contributed to this ſcene 


I was now the patriarch experienced 
the efficacy of his firm dependence on 
that God to whoſe beheſts | he bowed 
with ſignal fervour. — A gleam of hope 
glanced through his mind, and power- 
ful aſſurances of future happineſs 
ſtrengthened his weakened heart. — 
Again he bowed his hoary head to 
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earth, and; fpreading his extended 
arms, thus addreſſed the Diſpenſer of 
mMercies. — Te thee, — to thee, the 
te God of Iſrael, — a feeble mortal con- 
te ſigns the precious prop ef his. 
ce exiſtence. - From thee he received 
© the invaluable depoſit ;. to thee, with. 
« humble hope and patient acquieſ- 
<«. cence, he reſigns the bleſſing. — 


AN 


Praiſed be thou, O glorious Omni- 


ce ſcience, who canſt enable thy ſervant 
Again the 
pangs of nature interfered, — He 
faultered, pauſed, — nor could finiſh 
the humble ſupplicatien ; — but, riſing, 
turned to Benjamin, while the drops of 
love and pity traced their paſſage: o'er 


© to give up his” 


the furrows of his aged cheeks, mixing 
with thoſe of a beloved child, on whoſe 
youthful breaſt he reclined his head. — 

Sweet 
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Sweet ſight! — and moſt affecting to 
behold ! — The care-tired parent leans 
for ſupport upon che blooming fon 
whom heaven demands, to prove the 
firm obedience of his father. — O trial 
moſt ſevere ! — moſt repugnant to hu- 
manity | | 


Wichdrawing from the fond embrace, 
Jacob faintly uttered, — Go, then, 
<< my ſon, welcome thy captured bro- 
ce ther. I may yetreoice in the pre- 
« ſence of my children; but if I never 
*« more behold Ah! theſe emo- 


« tions! — Why tear they my tortured 


« ſoul! — Benjamin, farewel ; — and 
c ye, my ſons, all farewel.” — He then 
flowly withdrew, reclining. on the ſnoul- 
ders of Reuben, who pathetically in- 
treated. his, father to receive his infant- 


ſons 


* 
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NI. ſons as pledges for the ſafety of his Ben- 
1 jamin. — Soon as the indulgent father 
was departed, Benjamin preſſed the 
brethren to accelerate their journey; 
nothing doubting but his preſence 
would confirm the truth of their allega- 


gations, and with cheerful hope, and 
ſpeed almoſt incredible, ſet forward to 
the deliverance of Simeon. — 


B OO K II. 


N : a gloomy retirement, ſacred to 

ſolitude, the mind of Jacob under- 
went the moſt painful ſenſations. — At 
one moment he pictured to himſelf the 

if lord of Egypt gracious and benign. — 
1 | os | Anon » 
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Anon, prophetic-forebodings ſhook his 

inward ſoul. —— Who knows, (he 
« would articulate) who knows, but 
ce ſoon the dreaded blow may fall which 

cc muſt.deprive me of a numerous off- 
ce ſpring ! — Alas! alas! ſhall cruelty 
te and injuſtice unite to cruſh the hopes 

« of a fond parent!” — His active 

fancy, creative of images terrific, pre- 
ſented nought to his diſturbed imagina- 
tion but ſcenes of death and deſolation. 

— O my children, (ſaid the afflicted,) 
« how am I bereaved |! — Joſeph! — 

e Benjamin! — ye darlings of my ſoul, 
c how has the Almighty puniſhed com- 
ce plaining tenderneſs by this laſt, this 
<« fatal, ſtroke! — Ye pleaſant walks, 
<« ye loved retirements, who now ſhall 
« fweeten ſolitude and make your 
« ſhades 
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cc ſhades deſirable? — Delightful bow- 
ce er, conſtructed by the hand of my 
ce {Joſt Joſeph, oft' have you witneſſed 
« the ſtrong complaints of doating 
« love! — Alas! no one will prune 


cc your wild luxuriance now, nor twift 

« your curling tendrils round the ver- 
c dant props! — Your velvet ſeat, ne- 
e glected and o'er-grown, will ſoon 
c denote the abſence of that dear youth 
<< who erſt, in kind remembrance of 
<< his brother, kept up this monument 
e of juvenile ingenuity. — Yes, Benja- 
„ min, oft' in that calm retreat haſt 
ce thou attended te my tale of grief, and 
« oft my tears and ' ſighs, in ſweet 
ec though ſad reſpanſe, thy kind huma- 
. nitzzrould-echo back.” — Then, fud- 
| denly 92 ecollecting - uma, — “ For- 


14411 N ö 40 give 
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give me, God of juſtice! — For- 
give the mournings of impatience. — 
© I know that nought with thee is im- 
ce poſſible. — Thou canſt reſtore, even 
« when hope is extinguiſhed in the hu- 
c man breaſt, — Thy omnipotence 
can reſtore — light, — joy, — com- 
ec fort! — Why then deſpond, O fin- 
© ner? — Why theſe impetuous ſtrains ? 
« — Of what effect to me is Abraham's 


ce bleſſed -fortitude, if now it fails to 


© teach his murmuring deſcendant 
<«« ſtrong reliance on the Almighty ?” — 
No hope broke in upon his troubled 
mind. — The clouds of miſery, 
thick-drawn between him and that 
fair comforter ſhut out the ſmalleſt 
glimpſe of ſoothing peace, — Hu- 


man nature, uninſpired,” muſt have 


4 D ſunk | 


* 
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ſunk under the awful trial! — But 
then, when each reſource had failed, 
the High and Holy One remitted the 


. 


ſeverity of his ſentence. 


Loxc did this reverend fire complain, 
alone and comfortleſs, when ſorrow, 
preſſing hard upon his weakened ſpirits, 

induced the mournful groan and 
heaving ſigh. 


A gentle maid, the fond companion 
of Benjamin, unknowing what the ſweet 
ſenſation meant, had long indulged the 
pure delight ſpringing from faithful 
love. —For him ſhe wove the roſy 
wreath, for him ſelected choiceſt fruits, 
or from the juicy gourd preſſed the 
cooling beverage. — Unreſtrained by 
avarice or domeſtic broils, the youth- * 

ful 
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ful pair enjoyed each other's converſa- 
ſation. — Pleaſed, the fond parents ſaw 
the bliſsful intercourſe, and ardent 
hoped to join their hands, when age 
matured their ripening bloom. — Ofr' 
would they, during mid-day's ſcorching 
heat, ſtray near ſome daſhing water- 
fall, whoſe miſty foam diffuſed a plea- 
ſing freſhneſs round, or wander through 
the mazy woods, unmindful where the 
devious path led their untired feet. 
— When the ſoft flocks called for the 
ſhepherd's care, with ſedulous attention, 
Benjamin would lead the lovely Zaphna 
and her ſportive train to ſome ſequeſter- 
ed ſpot, where the luxuriant graſs dil- 
played a verdant treat; nor would he 
fail, from ſome deep well, to draw a 
plentiful ſupply for Zaphna's fleecy 
: 9 2 treaſures. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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treaſures. — Oft', at the cloſe of day, 
enchanted by the ſong of numerous 
birds, the tender lovers would join the 


ſprightly chorus; or, when the bright 


conſtellations ſhot their trembling 
beams along the cerulean air, inſtruct- 
ed by his parent, Benjamin would ex- 
plain to the attentive Zaphna the opera- 
rations of thoſe wonderous lights, their 
uſe, and eſſence. — Sometimes, in lan- 


guage ſuited to their pure ideas, they 


would adore the great firſt cauſe, from 


whom the grateful worſhippers deduced 
ſuch calm felicity. — Nor ſeldom 


would Benjamin relate his father's 


grief and melancholy for the loſs of 


Joſeph ; — the condutt of his brethren, 


ſtrange and perplexing ; — the weight 
of trouble himſelf endured, though 


ſcarce 
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ſcarce ſuſceptible of ought but infantine 
ſenſations. — Thus paſſed their lives, 
delighting and delighted, when famine, 
with her train of horrors, impelled the 
parent of the blooming damſel to ſeek 
ſome diſtant paſturage, not yet curſed 
with dry ſterility, earneſt to ſave his 
numerous herds and flocks. — And now 
arrives the dreaded moment which muſt 
ſeparate the hapleſs pair: nor, till ht 
moment, knew they the ſad pains at- 
tending ſuch a ſeparation. — Reluctant, 
but obliged to obey, Zaphna turns and 
and weeps, fixing her ſtreaming eyes 
upon the youth whom now ſhe feels the 
partner of her ſoul ; — then, baſuful, 
ſeeks to hide the pearly drops, and with 
her flowing ringlets wipes from her 
bluſhing cheeks. the precious tears. — 

D 3 Ben- 
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Benjamin, with interrupted voice and 
heaving boſom, expreſſed the keenneſs 
of his diſappointment, and ſees, with 
anguiſh exquiſite, her father Eliel lead 
the beauteous Zaphna from his ſight. 
— In vain the careful ſhepherd ex- 
plored each hill and dale. — No ver- 
dant plain preſented to his wearied 
fight a proſpe&t of ſucceſs. — The 
parched impoveriſhed climate denied 
relief. — No ſucculent herbage invited 
his ſtay. — With pain he ſaw increaſing 
dearth ſpread wide her dreadful influ- 
ence. — Diſpirited and liftleſs — Elie! 
travelled through the dreary country, 
nor wanted the perſuaſions of his daugh- 
ter to induce his quick return. 


« ſee, 
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« J ſee, he ſaid, alas! I ſee the im- 
*« poſſibility of flying from the terrors 
& of the Lord! — Above, the burn- 
« ing wrath forbids all hope of plenty ; 
©« .— beneath, the vengeance of God 
te lays waſte earth's choiceſt bleſſings. — 
The air is pregnant with the blaſting 
te peſtilence. — Come, then, my child, 
« we will return, and watt the event 
« which heaven conceals. from mortals. 
«© Better to periſh with our ſympathi- 
« ſing friends, than fall deſerted! and 
ce unpitied.“ 


This ſaid, ſlowly they meaſured back 
the tedious way to that abode which 
peace and love had erſt proclaimed their 
dwelling. — Arrived in ſafety from 
their ſearch ſucceſsleſs, Zaphna, with 


D 4 quick- 


quickened ſteps, ſought the humble 
dwelling of her love, eager to communi- 
cate and receive the pleaſure attending 
ſuch a meeting as her ſoul prognoſti- 
cated. — The gleam of cloſing eve fa- 
voured her deſign ; for much ſhe wiſhed 
to view her ſhepherd's glad ſurpriſe, — 
With ſoft and ſilent ſtep, ſhe drew to- 
wards the cottage, anticipating the 
happineſs ſhe had infured herſelf, — 
When ſuddenly a heavy groan freezes 
the tender Zaphna's blood, and, for a 
moment, ſtops the palpitation of her 
heart. — Trembling ſhe ſtands, and 
lends a fearful ear. — A ſecond groan 
alarms the ſtartled maid, — Increaſing 

tremors agitate her limbs! — «© What 


c mean thoſe mournful ſighs ? — From 


ee whence can they proceed? — Again 


cc the 
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tc the diſmal echo appalls and ſhocks 
« my foul. — "Tis from yon trees. — 
« 'Tis, O my God! from Joſeph's 
© bower! — I dare not enter the ob- 
« ſcure recefs ! — And yet diſtreſs de- 
« mands relief,” — With cautious ſtep 
ſhe flow advanced; when drawing 


near, 


© Great Heaven ſupport 
« mel tis the father of my Benjamin! 
« — Dimly I can diſcern the venerable 
© mourner. — O let me learn the 
ce cauſe of thoſe affecting groans!” — 
Entering, ſhe knelt before the pa- 
triarch, who raiſed his languid head 
at her approach. 

" Say, O my father, (forgive 
« the appellation,) ſay, why this grief! 
« — Why doſt thou ſeek the lonely 

E © bower, 
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« bower, — the ſilent eve? — Whar 
« new calamity aſſaults thee ? —— 


« ALas! (ſaid Jacob,) thy voice 
«« declares the preſence of my Zaphna, 
« the ſweet companion of Benjamin. 
« — With mine thy tears ſhall flow. 
c — Thou ſhalt lament, with me, the 
« abſence of 


= ___ %%® 
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« Wos abſence, thou revered old 
1 « man, whoſe abſence draws thoſe 
4 « deep-fetched ſighs, — provokes thoſe 
| « drops of ſorrow ? — Is it for the ab- 
| c ſence of my love? — for that thy ſoul 
1 « is troubled? — Is it to indulge thy 
| « ſadneſs for a cauſe ſo melancholy 
« thou ſeekeſt the gloomy ſhade and 
« fleeſt the peaceful cot ?” —— — 


Alas 
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« Aras! my child, ſoon after thy de- 
« parture, my ſons arrived from Egypt, 
« all but the hapleſs Simeon ; him the 
« Egyptian governordetains, till, by his 
c« preſence, Benjamin ſhall aſcertain the 
« truth of what they have alledged. — 
« Thus have they torn from theſe fond 
« arms my pride, — my joy, — my 
« comfort!” — 


STRUCK motionleſs with the intelli- 
gence, Zaphna continued ſome time 
mute. — On the bare ground ſhe ſat, 
the tears in torrents ſtreaming o'er her 
pallid countenance, till, breaking the 
affecting ſilence, ſhe frantic uttered, 
« — And is he gone? — Forever torn 
* from a loved parent and his faithful 


% Zaphna! Who is this governor of 


ce Egypt > 
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« bower, — the ſilent eve? — What 
« new calamity aſſaults thee ? —— 


« Aras! (ſaid Jacob,) thy voice 
« declares the preſence of my Zaphna, 
« the ſweet companion of Benjamin. 
« — With mine thy tears ſhall flow. 
c _ Thou ſhalt lament, with me, the 
« abſence of” — 


« Wnosz abſence, thou revered old 
« man, whoſe abſence draws | thoſe 
« deep-fetched ſighs, — provokes thoſe 
« drops of ſorrow ? — Is it for the ab- 
« ſence of my love? — for that thy ſoul 
cc is troubled? — Is it to indulge thy 
« ſadneſs for a cauſe fo melancholy 
« thou ſeekeſt the gloomy ſhade and 
« fleeſt the peaceful cot? — 
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« Aras! my child, ſoon after thy de- 
« parture, my ſons arrived from Egypt, 
e all but the hapleſs Simeon; him the 


« Egyptian governor detains, till, by his 
c« preſence, Benjamin ſhall aſcertain the 
ce truth of what they have alledged. — 
« Thus have they torn from theſe fond 
« arms my pride, — my joy, — my 
« comfort!” —— 


STRUCK motionleſs with the intelli- 
gence, Zaphna continued ſome time 
mute. On the bare ground ſhe ſat, 
the tears in torrents ſtreaming o'er her 
pallid countenance, till, breaking the 
affecting ſilence, ſhe frantic uttered, 
« — And is he gone ? — Forever torn i 
* from a loved parent and his faithful i 
« Zaphna! Who is this governor of 

| ce Egypt > 
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cc 


Egypt? — What cauſe has moved 


« him to the cruel act? — Wherefore 


cc 


c«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ſhould he wiſh: to behold a youth 
whoſe name and family, before un- 


known, could raiſe no laudable curi- 


oſity? — I will depart in queſt of my 


loſt Benjamin. — TI will ſeek out this 
barbarous. man, and plead for thee; 
— thy ſon, — and wretched Zaph- 
na!“ 


« PRACE, deareſt maid, nor irritate 
that God to whoſe beheſts all things 
created muſt ſubmit. — I feel, alas 
the cutting ſtroke ! — Heavily I feel 


« the abſence of my ſon. — But vain 


cc 


cc 


cc 


are all my groans, — my ſighs, — 
— my flowing tears. — Fruitleſs ts. 
the — to high heaven's de- 

5 crees. 
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cc crees. — Come, Zaphna, let us offer 
« acceptable ſacrifice to the ſupreme 
4 Diſpoſerof our fate. — Aſk with ſin- 
cc cerity. — Perhaps he will attend our 
ce feebleſupplications. — Yes, it is Om- 
«© nipotence alone that can appeaſe 
ce the tumult of my ſoul.” 


So ſaying, with profound humility, 
they implored almighty power to pour 
the. balm of conſolation into their trou- 
bled hearts. — The prayer was heard. 
The God of mercy lent an ear be- 
nignant to their petitions. — The aged 
Iſrael aroſe. — Accompanied by Zaph- 
na, he ſought the cot; but ere they 


ſeparated, bleſſed the afflicted maid, 


and then ſtrove, in ſleep oblivious, to 


loſe theſad remembrance of his grief. — 
Sweet 
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Sweet and placid was the repoſe which 
1 fell upon this favourite of God : — Not 
| the leſs favoured, becauſe ſeverely dealt 
i with. — Heaven, in compaſſion to his 
woes, relieved his mind in tranquil 
| dreams. — A meſſenger from the Eter- 
nal ſtood before him, from whoſe 
beauteous form tranſcendent glory 
beamed, while, 1n his radiant eyes, ethe- 
(| rial brightneſs ſhone. — With ſweet 
h complacency and grace divine, he thus 
| addreſſed the trembling Jacob. 


||| « FROM the regions of bleſſedneſs, 
| 


1 «« O thou choſen one, has the Almighty 
1 « ſent tidings of comfort. — By me he 
160 8 

| « {peaks the words of conſolation. — 


« The ways of Providence are inſcru- 


table, — unknown, — Not even the 


angels 


40 


cc 
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angels dare explore the workings 
of tremendous might. — If thou art 
tried to the utmoſt of thy ſtrength, — 
if thou feeleſt the keeneſt anguiſh 
nature can endure, — if misfortunes 
multiply with thine increaſing years, 
— from whom cometh the ſearching 
trial? — Even from the God of thy 
forefathers, — from the immortal — 
I AM, whoſe truth is unimpeachable. 
— Haſt thou forgotten the glorious 
appearance at Bethel ? — and does 
thy weakened mind retain #0 


traces of great heaven's covenant at 
that place? — Wait thou, with un- 


remitted patience, till the decrees of 
Jehovah are fulfilled, — nor dare ar- 
raign that immenſity by which thou 


ſuffereſt, — What are the billows of 
cc an 


— ——— — 
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„ an ungovernable ccean, when op- 
< poſed to his power. ? — Or what the 
ce ſtrength of ought on earth, when put 


* 


ec in competition with his greatneſs ? — 
« Are they not weaker and more fragile 
ce than the ſlighteſt inſect's web that 
< yaniſhes before the gentleſt breeze ? 
« — Put, then, thy truſt in God, — 
cc who, for the wiſeſt ends, has length- 
cc ened the time of thy probation.” — 


Jacos, with the moſt profound obe- 


dience, bent before the delegate of 


heaven; —and with reſignation acce- 


—— a « 
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ded to the decrees of immutability. — 
Awaking from the viſion, he felt the 


a — 
K 1 ² ted 
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force and energy of that expoſtulation, 
which diffuſed a pleaſing calmneſs 
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Now night, with ſoft and gentle pace, 
ſtole through this lower hemiſphere, and 
gave a welcome paule to neon-tide glare 
and mid-day heat. — Again the humid 
dews deſcended o'er the earth, and ſcat- 
tered life and ſtrength renewed among 
the vegetable world. — The lucid 
moon, arrayed in ſoft effulgence, ſhed 
a mild and filvery ſplendor through the 
blue expanſe. — All nature felt the mo- 
mentary change, —— | 


« ALas | my brethren, ſaid the deep- 
ce Iy-reflecting Reuben, (as now they 
ce travelled through the ſtricken land,) 
« who would not, from this cheering 
ce proſpect, promiſe to himſelf a plen- 
ce teous harveſt ? — Flattering deluſion | 
«© — The glowing day, that erſt con- 

E « firmed 
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« firmed theſe ſweet appearances, pro- 
te duces nought but loom and defola- 
« tion. — Yon blades of corn, which 
« ſtand ered, ſeem, by this glimmering 
W brightneſs, fair to view: but ah! no 
« ſolid grains bend their light ſtems 
te with every gentle gale, but, ruſtling 
ce in the wind, proclaim their emptineſs. 


V 6 Thoſe meadows, once o'er-ſpread 
I « with rich and wholeſome herbage, 
l ce whoſe juicy produce fattened lowing 
1 cc herds and numerous flocks, no more 
| e can boaſt their fruitfulneſs ; — but 
| tc from the taſteleſs graſs the cattle turn 
| cc diſguſted, — Yon plaintive bird 
| <«« pours forth, in melancholy ſtrains, 
10 her dirge-like warblings, as though 
; e the mourned the miſeries impending 
| d o'er this devoted country. — The 
if | | c weak 
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« weak and interrupted plaints of lan- 
« guid animals convey a ſtrong idea of 
< their ſufferings. — The ſurface of the 
cc earth, no longer rendered firm by 


< foſtering dews, flies to and fro, or, 


0 


A 


circularly riſing, impelled by ſudden 
« winds, in a twiſting whurl, obeys the 


0 


A 


undulating motion.“ — 


« Too true, my brother, (faid the 


C 


cy 


youthful Benjamin) are your apt re- 
c marks. — Famine, with all her train 


cc of evils, threatens deſtruction to a 


'C 


La) 


land once plenteouſly ſtored. ] ſee, 
« with deep concern, the dread 
effect of an almighty vengeance. — 


«© The terrors, ariſing. from-apprehend- 
< ed want, daily increaſe. — But now. 
ec the riſing dawn begins to whiten all 

= 47 | «che 
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ce the horizon, and glimmers faintly 
« from behind thoſe hills. — How 


would our hearts rejoice at yonder 


A 


c 


A 


ce beauteous proſpect, did we not dread 


A 


c 


the blaſting heat of a once vivifying 
« fun! — How bleſſed is that great 
« king to whom we haſten! — How 
ce ſalutary prove the counſels of that 
« wiſe governor who foretold this 
cc unexpected famine ! — Happy con- 


cc ſequences of enlightened wiſdom ! — 


« But for that, whence could the 
ce neighbouring nations draw ſup- 
cc port?” — | 


« Ys, (interrupted Naphtali,) much 
* are thoſe nations indebted to the man 
« fo highly favoured of the Almighty. 
« To us alone is he myſterious. — 


« None, 


53 


« None, ſave ourſelves, complain of 


« rigour at his hands. — And yet 
« (ſtrange contradiction) plenty flows 
« liberally from his bounteous ſoul to 
« us, whom baſe ſuſpicion urges him 
« to puniſh. — This myſtery inexpli- 
cable muſt ſoon be cleared. 


A 


c 


« Yxs, (added Iſachar, ) ſtrangely 
« perplexing 1s his conduct, — The 
« money found in each man's ſack de- 
« notes a favour, though the cauſe is 


« hidden,” 


CowveRsING thus, they attained the 
extreme height of a vaſt mountain, from 
which the lofty ſpires of Memphis ſtruck 
the aſtoniſhed eye ; and, as they nearer 
drew, beauty and grace, in fair propor- 
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— — 1 
32 ee gn * ol — 
— 


JOSEPH. 


54 


tion, poured on the raptured gazer. 
— From every fide roſe ſtupendous 
pites of building: — Some nearly 
finiſhed ; others, though but begun, 


yet, from the immenſity of their foun- 


dations, prochiming themes for future 
envy. O grandeur, how mutable art 
thou ! — Of what avail that wonderful 
profuſion, the labour of induſtrious 
artificers? alas! ye build not for eter- 
nity !— Ye cannot find a mineral 
through which the teeth of all-devour- 
ing time make not their way ! —Is 
there a ſtone, however vaſt, he cannot 
overthrow, or crumble to. the ſmalleſt 
atom? — The brighteſt gem his ruſt 
can canker. — Yea, and the warmeſt 
tint his chilling damp ſhall fade. — 
Theſe were the meditations of the 

3 thoughtful 


— 


n £4 


thdughtful Benjamin, who never beſore 
had wandered from the wing of love | bat 


paternal, which had till now detained 1 
the youth, a fond attendant on the 0 | 


devious ſteps of faltering age. — The 
ſcenes which poured upon his dazzled 
eyes, induced new cauſe for wonder. — 
The public ſtreets were filled withmulti- 
tudes, and chearful was the ſound of la- 
bour among a buſy people. — The pru- 
dent care of their wiſe overſeer had pre- 
ſervedſound health and vigour toahappy 
land, though famineraged in all itsfury. 
— In vain the fruitful Nile had ſtopped 
his courſe, whoſe annual overflow 
brought plenty to the expecting cities. 
— What though the ſtagnant oOze no 
more produced the juicy herbage or the 
bearded grain; — what though no 
| 5 more 
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more the ſounds of joy tumultuous, loud 
proclaimed the ruſhing waters welcome 
viſit, that ſcattered o'er the extenſive 
low-lands moiſture prolific ; — yet did 
the crowded granaries ſupply not only 
Egypt, but far diſtant countries, which 
drew a plentiful ſupport from thoſe ex- 
hauſtleſs magazines. — The camel and 
dromedary, ever patient beaſts of bur- 
den, felt not the difference between the 
plenteous harveſt and the ſtinted Crop. 
— The voice of thankfulneſs was heard 
throughout their ſtreets. — The in- 
duſtrious labourers reduced to form the 
ſhapeleſs beams, or, with amazing force, 
diſſevered maſſy ſtones, nor were their 
tolls remitted till the ſetting ſun.— 

The mind of Benjamin was deeply 
ſtruck with all theſe ſigns of happineſs, 


diffuſed 


* 
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diffuſed throughout this favoured city, 
while meagre famine urged her ruinous 
domain with unrelenting rage, and ſcat- 
tered marks of deſolation in every place 
through which the Iſraelites had jour- 
neyed. A ſoft but heart-breathed ſigh 
broke from his boſom. — © Alas ! (ſaid 
« he,) were but our father Jacob here, 
« this wealthy metropolis, — in- 
« numerous objects, — and theſe 


« ſcenes of cheerfulneſs, — might drive 


« away each irkſome thought, and 


« tempt him to forget the conſtant 
«© theme of woe which rankles in his 


e troubled mind. — Here, famine and 


cher dread concomitants could not affect 


« the reverend fire, and plenty might 


contribute to prolong his years. —A 


lucid drop ſtood trembling in the eye 


of duty, which was haſtily expunged, 


for 
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for now they reached the reſidence of 
him to ſatisfy whoſe ſcruples the bloom- 
ing youth was torn from a fond father's 


arms. — New cauſe for admiration aroſe 
— when Benjamin beheld the ſtately 
hall — the cedar pillars and the lofty 
dome, for even there the eaſtern luxury 
prevailed. — The fretted roof and ſides 


emboſſed with gold, glittered refulgent 
as the ſolar beam, — Nor was the regal 


purple wanting, whoſe filken waving 
folds hung tremulous, in rich profuſion, 
to the floor. — Here then they waited 


till their preſence was announced, while 
hope and fear ſhifted perpetually o'er 
each changing countenance, when, from 
the extremity of the ſpacious hall, ap- 
peared the dreaded governor. — Slow 
he advanced to view the awe-ſtruck 

brethren, 
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brethren, who, previous to his entrance, 
had placed the patriarch's precious care 
in front. — Proſtrate to the earth they 
bowed, while Benjamin, in modeſt 
guiſe, beſpoke great Egypt's lord. 


« In, dutifut compliance with thy 
« commands, the venerable Jacob ſends 
« his youngeft treaſure, — Terrible 
« was the conflict his anxious ſoul en- 
« dured, — Bereaved, alas! of one be- 
loved ſon, whoſe loſs he ſtill deplores 
« with aggravated woe. — For, ah! 
© moſt mighty lord, his ſorrows receive 


© addition from this unexpected blow of 


« our brother's confinement and thy 
ce ſervant's abſence. — Thoſe tears, 
e which conſecrate the memory of his 
« Joſeph, fall with increafing violence 


« for 


CCS 
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« for Simeon and Benjamin. — Won 
« by our fervent prayers, he ſends us to 
« deprecate thy anger, and intreat thee 


« to reſtore a guiltleſs priſoner.” 


| Now love and tenderneſs ſhot through 
the ſoul of the exalted Joſeph. — For 
| he it was who ſtood before the unſuſ- 
pecting Hebrews. — He it was who, 
through viciflitudes uncommon, by his 
wiſdom and great heaven's indulgence, 
became thus honoured and intruſted, 
though yet he choſe not to diſclaſe the 
myſtery, wiſhing ſtill farther to explore 
thoſe hearts which once were callous 
to his piteous plaints. — But, at the 
ſight of that fair youth, the true epitome 
of holy Jacob, a flood of foftneſs ruſhed 
to his throbbing boſom, and in big 

drops 
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drops burſt from his flowing eyes. — 
How could he hear the ſweet apoſtrophe 
and not melt? — How could he view 
a blooming brother, pleading at his feet 
the ſharp diſtreſs of an antient parent, 
for ſo ſad a cauſe, nor feel the pangs of 
nature agitate his palpitating heart ? — 
Ah! 'twas too much for manhood ! — 
He pauſed, — he gazed, — and turned 
away alternate. — Oft' was he tempted 
to extend the hand fraternal to the 
youth whoſe ſoul was cloſe aflimi- 
lated to his own. — But he as often 
checked the fond deſire. — Again he 
gazed, — and thus, in broken accents, 
tremulouſly ſpake. 


« Risx, gentle Hebrew. — Thy ten- 
« der tale may well excuſe the tear of 


« pity. 


— ͤ ꝓJ—̃ 
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cc pity. — Thy duteous pleadir gs, art- 
<« leſs eloquence, and ſweet perſuaſive 
<« aſpeft, move compaſſion. — Riſe, 
« gentle Hebrew. — With me thy 
< cauſe is ſafe. — Riſe and .be com- 
ce forted. — And ye, the numerous off. 
% ſpring of an aged ſire, fear not; ye 
<< ſhall go hence in peace. — Alas! ] 
<c feel your father's ſorrows, and mourn 
ve the chance which cruelly deprives 
<c him of a much-loved fon. — Go, 
cc then, relieve that father's fears. 
Tour brother ſhall accompany, to 
© Canaan's land, his joyful friends. — 
c With glad impatience he waits your 
ce tender welcome.” — So ſaying, from 
their preſence ſudden he departed, not 
able longer to endure the: ſtifled pangs 
by nature raiſed, but left them to give 
vent 


/ 
/ 
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vent to the effuſion of his ſtrong af- 
fection, which aſked the indulgence of 
a lonely hour. — He knelt, — he wept, 
— and from the almighty Deity im- 
plored affiſtance through the arduous 
taſk. — Not unnoticed by the diſcerning 
Benjamin was the tear, deſcending 
filent and conſtrained. — Not unſeen 
the agitation working in Joſeph's mind. 
— He marked the fluſhing cheeks and 
accents faltering and interrupted. — 
Though ignorant of his brother's con- 


ſanguinity, refpe&, even to veneration, 


guided by his ſympathetic feelings, in- 
duced the youth to wiſh an explanation 
of what ſeemed ſtrangely perplexing. 
— Why ſhould the governor appear 
dejected? — And why the ſudden 
tranſition from cold ſuſpicious pride to 


gentle 
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gentle. familiarity? —., Certain, his 
doubts were removed reſpecting the 
identity ,, of, the breihren = but yet 
no cauſe appeared, for. tears, and all 
chat rapturqus expreſſion. his -cqunte- 
nance . betrayed. — It could not be 
hypocriſy. lt could not argue fear. 
— His power was above all fear. — Nor 


could the generous Benjamin ſuffer one 


thought to xiſe derogatory to his good- 


neſs, whoſe features perfectly expreſſed 
benignity and grace. — Theſe re- 


flections glanced through the mind of 
Jacob's lateſt- born, while, impelled by 
innate love, and an indeſcribable emotion 
of. affectionate reverence, his eye fol- 
lowed the graceful Joſeph's form, fixing 
an eatneſt look upon the door that ſhut 
che noble figure from his view, Sweet 
ſym- 


* 
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ſympathy! how forcible, thy power ! 
— Though imperceptibly thou 
ſeemeſt to act, yet doſt thou induce 
the flowing tear, — the heart- affecting 
palpitation, and all the various ſenſa- 
tions which actuate the beating pulſe 
and heaving breaſt. — Nature's ſoft 
pleadings cannot be diſputed. — Her 
voice muſt ſtill be heard, whether, in 
melting accents whiſpering, ſhe conveys 
the ſure intelligence, or, loudly ſpeaking 
to the ſoul, aſſerts her lawful right. 
— But now theattendants of the gover- 
nor, by his command, uſhered the He- 
brews to a ſumptuous feaſt, at which 
(amazed) they ſaw the mighty lord 
preſide. — His animated aſpect ſpoke 
the higheſt ſatisfaction, and all was 
peace and heart-felt complacency with 

F 
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the rejoicing ſons of Iſrael. — When 
Joſeph, according te the cuſtom of the 


eaſt, ſent from his table plenteous diſhes 


to his gueſts, wondering. they beheld 
the plate of Benjamin diſtinguiſhed by 
a five-fold quantity. In-mute-aftoniſh- 
ment they ſat, unable to inveſtigate the 
deep deſign of their - generous enter- 
trainer. — The evening ſhades gave 
truce to feſtive mirth and ſprightly lays, 


when, grateful for their unexpected wel- 
come, the Hebrews lewly bowed, and 


left the preſence of an unknown brother. 
— With chem went Simeon, who was 
reſtored to his OS bre- 
thren.— 


35 
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inguictude, went forth to taſte 
che ſweets of evening, ſpringing from 
reviving plants, which, through the day, 


had ſhrunk beneath che burning wrath 


of ſummer's ſcorching blaze; — when, 
muſing on thoſe great events that gcgu- 
pied his inmoſt thoughts, ſudden a 
voice melodious ſtruck his eat, whoſe 
filver ſounds. drew double ſweetneſs 
from the ſolema filence which night im 
poſed upon the earth. — But ſoap che 
ſeeming myſtery explained itſelf. — The 
beauteous Adenath, in ſoft hut Crious 
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ſtrains, was warbling ſacred ſongs to 
great Jehovah's praiſe. — Aſenath was 
the admiring wife of Joſeph. — With 
piety exalted, ſhe adored the Hebrew': 
God, and became a Weg diſciple to 
the Jewiſh faith. — Firm in a well 
grounded belief, her heart gave Tweet 
accord to a beloved huſband's 'pre- 
cepts. — The tenets of a religion Toſub- 
lime, fo conſonant to reaſon, founded 
on principles of gratitude to a firſt 
cauſe, — all nature preſſing its dictates 
to the human heart, — received ſweet 
confirmation from her pious teacher's 
fortitude, '— ſubmiſſion, — patience 
through his various ſufferings,— and juſt 
reward from heaven in conſequence of 
ſuch exemplary virtues. — Oft would 
— — 2 ſuffuſe her lovely 

eyes, 
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eyes, drawn by the piteous tale of paft 
misfortune.— Oft' would ſhe liſten, 
with attention ſtill — as earneft, to the 


praiſes of a great Creator, whoſe. power 
had raiſed, even from the gates of. 
death, this blefling of her life, and with 
increaſing rapture. would ſhe join the 
loved , eulogium.— She, like her Jo- 
ſeph, ſought the cool, the ſilent hour 
of eve to chear her drooping ſpirits, ex- 
hauſted by the parching heats. — Ma- 
jeſtic beauty ſnone in her graceful form. 
— Attractive mildneſs breathed in every 
accent, — The pathos of her language 
ſpoke to the ſoul, enforced by all the 
energy of irreſiftleſs modeſty. — Ma- 
ternal tenderneſs informed each feature, 


while ſhe, marked the infant ſweetneſs 


of her blooming ſons, who tripped in 
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41 tho gaiety of youth before het 5; — | 
nor did the preſence of a beloved con- 
fort leſſen dught her pure felicity. — 
But when ſhe ſaw the agitation of his 
mind almbſt cofrrulſing his outward 
frame, the tear of kind participation 
evinced her lively feelings, and thus 
the addreſſed the object of her faithful 
wiſhes. —— “ Tell me, my huſband, 
c why that brow of ſadneſs ? — Why 
« burſt thoſe ſighs of ſorrow ? — It was 
e but now, thy countenance beſpoke 
« the height of joy.— Why, then, this 
« ſudden change? — Haſt thou not 
« ſeen a darling brother? — Seen him 
© whate'er thy new-born hopes could 
<«.. fondly fancy? Is not thy father, 
« fall in being? Haſt thou not 
« power again to 0 the prefence of 
11 cc holy 
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«« holy Jacob, and conſole him, by thy 
« dutiful attention, for thoſe troubles 
« he fo long has ſuffered? ——- 


| « TRUE, Aſenath. — But yet I doubt 
« that lurking malice, which once 
« ſought my ruin, may again ariſe 
« to mar the tranſport of our parent; 
0 — again diſturb his hopes of calm 
« domeſtic bliſs.” — © Prove, them, 
« (ſhe faid.) — Thy wiſdom, aided 
« by Omniſcience, may ſuggeſt 
« ſome means to explore thoſe hearts 
« whoſe cauſeleſs hatred time has 
” certainly eradicated,” —— © Yes, 
« — To the utmoſt prove them. — 
« Aſſiſt me, O my God, to make one 
e painful — one deciſive trial. So 
« may our future lives be void of baſe 
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* ſuſpicion, — Thou knoweſt, O Lord, 
the purity,of my defign : kfioweſt 
« with what love I viſn to meet my 
« brothers, — O may affection; grow in 
* thoſe boſoms once glowing with un< 
«« juſt revenge. 


Now earneſt wiſhes to relieve the 
ancient patriarch's fears, ſpoke in the 
features of each grateful Hebrew. — 
Proſtrate before that generous lord, 
whoſe bounteous munificence expreſſed 


a liberal ſoul, they humbly aſked one 
miſſion to depart. — 


6 Yes, go, my friends, he ſaid. — 
« And thou, fair youth, rejoice the 
ec heart of holy Iſrael with thy much- 


2 defired preſence. — Greet, in my 


« name, 
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60 name, that tender parent. Rich 
« preſents wait his free acceptance. — 


It is but meet ſome adequate return 
« ſhould compenſate the pain my in- 
« credulity - has cauſed to forrowing 
« age, — Safe be your paſſage o'er the 
« burning deſart, hills ſtupendous, and 
« the tedious tracks of unfrequented 
« foreſts. — Wide be the roaming of 
« the ravenous tyger from your foot- 


ce ſteps, while ye range the vaſt receſſes 


« of the inhoſpitable wilderneſs,” —- 


This ſaid, he left them to purſue theix 
welcome journey to Canaan's land, — 
Short time they travelled in the ſultry 
plain, where raging noon-tide heat and 
ſcorching ſands fatigue and enervate 
the weary traveller, — No teafy ſhade 
or lucid ſtream, with ſoft refreſhing 

FE coolneſs, 
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coolneſs, gave a momentary intermiſſion 
to their toil.— The wide expanſe 
around exhibited no fight more pleaſing 
than a dreary pathleſs deſart, from 
which aſcended fuffocating ſteams, 
cauſed by the fervid ſun, that through 
the lengthened day ſhot rays of fire. — 
No friendly cloud was ſeen to interpoſe 


its comfortable influence one moment 
to ſuſpend the funny glare. — Here 
then neceſſity impelled them to 
ſet. up their tents, till evening ſhould 
invite their farther journey. — Silent 
they ſat, or ruminating on their late re- 
ception, or languid ſunk in ſweet obli- 
vious ſleep, when Judah, rouſed from 
contemplation, in accents indi- 
cating ſtrong ſurpriſe, thus ſpake : — 
9 "_—_ my brothers, — Riſe. — 

anno, «© What 
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% What means yon ſtrange commotion? 
« — The thick-ftrown ſands in cloudy 
« torrents half obſcure the day's bright 
« juminary. = A perfect ſtillneſs reigns 
cc throughout the air. No winds out- 
« rageous toſs the unſteady duſt, — 
« What then can cauſe that ſtrange ap- 
« pearance ? —I know not what it may 
« portend, but ſure my heart forebodes 
« ſome dire misfortune.” — * Peace, 
« deareſt Judah, (anſwered Napthali,) 
* ſome embaſly, I deem, whoſe haſte 
« forbids the neceſſary intervention of 
e repoſe. — Tis from the ſouth they 
© ſhape their rapid courſe.” — © No 
« embaſſy, my brother; their number 
© is too ſmall. —*Tis not the loaded 
* camel's march I may diſcern. — See, 
6; _ I ſpeak, the fervants of the 


95 governor. 


% governor. — In haſte they ſpeed 
towards us; and, as they near ap- 
« proach, I can perceive ſell age 
« darken cheir countenances . Stand 
4 ye apart. — I will demand their bu- 
« fineſs.” . But when, in anſwer to 
his mild enquiry, the purport of their 
meſſage * was declared, what trem- 
bling horror thrilled the foul-of Judah ! 
— Amazement, for a moment, ſtopped 


his ſpeech, while drops of anguiſh burſt 
from every pore ! — O horrid charge 
« — (he ſaid,) falſe and inhuman! — 
« Alas! my parent, ſtill does the wrath 


of heaven purſue thee ! — Spare, thou 
« all-ſceing God, thy afflicted ſervant. 
« — Ah! Benjamin, thou deareſt hope 
« of ſuffering Jacob, thy fair untainted 
« virtue ſtands accuſed of =— Oh 

| 5 « can 


* 
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« ca wound thine ears with the ungrate- 
« ful tidings! The black diſcloſure is 
too much for tender pity to unfold !” 
— * Speak, Judah, (cried the innocent 
« youth.) — Fear not thy Benjamin. 
« — Ah! why this horrible diſmay ? 
& — What ſecret, ſhocking to relate, 
« thus agitates thee? Alas, my 
ec brothers, the crime attributed to us 
« js —— theft ! — All are included in 
«the dreadful charge, but this dear 
« ouiltleſs lad their vile ſuſpicion 
ce touches moſt. — Theſe men are ſent, 
« firſt, to examine our baggage, and, 
« if found guilty, to guard us back to 
« hoſtile Egypt.” — Struck dumb with 
grief and ſtrong ſurpriſe, the ſons of 
Iſrael attended to the aſtoniſhing intel- 
ligence. — Nor could any of them ex- 


preſs 


preſs. their ſad ſenſatiofhs, but by the 
horror. traced: on every feature. A 
ſenſe of boneſt ſhame (which inno- 
cence. moſt powerfully feels) ſuffuſed 
the face of Jacob's youngeſt pride. — 
The crimſon tint few ſwiftly o'er his 
cheeks, which ſoon gave way to terror's 
pallid hue, raiſed by the ſudden dread 
and the gentle Zaphna muſt endure. — 
At length, collecting firmneſs from of- 
fended probity, he thus addreſſed the 
afflifted Hebrews. —— © The will of 
< heaven's high majeſty let none diſ- 
% pute. — Conſcious of +nnate truth, 
e my ſoul can feel this ſtrange reverſe 
<« of ſituation, nor know a future pang 
cc but for the ſorrows of che boly Jacob 
« and my love. — Some ſud- 


« den 
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« den cauſe, yet unrevealed, with fury 
ce actuates the goyernor againſt us, and 


« prompts to — 
cc ment.! N dis $4 


c No hidden cauſe, ungrateful-men, 

— It is with reaſon ye are ſuſpected 
« of the ſhameful theft. — Clear as 
e yon cloudleſs ſun your vices ſhall ap- 
« pear, and all this fair pretence to. 
« honeſty be ſeen through.” (Thus 
ſpake the ſteward of the Egyptian 
governor.) — Give us but juſtice, 
(Reuben anfwered.) — By that we 
« ſtand or fall. Prove but the guilt 
« of any preſent, he dies to expiate 
the horrid crime.. | 
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Dvxrinc this altercation, their bag- 
gage was explored, when, dreadful 
ſight! from Benjamin's was drawn the 
maſſy cup, which, ſhort time ſince, 


had paſſed their lips in ſweet con- 


A kelpleſs victim, condemned to 
an ignominious death for crimes his 
ſoul abhors, is juſt upon the point of 
leaving life, accompanied by a criminal, 
when a tumultuous noiſe among the po- 
pulace alarms him and revives thoſe 
hopes which long had been ex- 
tinguiſhed. — Eager, he liſtens, and 
hears the welcome ſounds of a reprieve. 
— The executioner ſuſpends the mortal 
ſtroke, till the arrival of a meſſenger 
who pronounces full forgiveneſs to the 


robber, 
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robber, while the guiltleſs fufferer again 
bows his relüctant head to che cruel 


weapon. Not more acuteè the feel- 


ings of the iunhappy creature, than 
thoſe which {agitated the brethren's 
ſouls. — The dauntleſs Benjamin, ſe- 
rene amidſt the- ſtorm, ſtrove to alle- 


viate their grief. «Ah! why, my 
« friends, (he ſaid,) — why this af- 
« fefting ſorrow? — When. God, 


c to prove the ſtrength of human for- 


ce titude, ſends trials moſt repugnant 


eto our nature; — when unexpected 
« diſappointments mar our hopes, and 
* cloud the brighreſt proſpect; — when 


c 


La) 


even the filial wiſhes of our hearts 


* 


* 


are rendered fruitleſs by tremendous 
c power; — let humble acquieſcence 
« mark each word and action. — 


G cc Came, 
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« Come, then, my brothers, we will 
<< meet this awful judge, in Whoſe 
« countenance ſo lately ſhone kindneſs 
c benevolent.” —— 


Dise RIED and melancholy, they re- 
trod their weary ſteps, ſurrounded by 
that troop who, not long ſince, at the 
ſumptuous feaſt, the flowing cups ad- 
miniſtered, and who beheld with ſilent 
pity the mournful conſternation which 
prevailed among the unhappy. 


Acain the earth, in her diurnal 
courſe, had loſt the ſight of day's bright 
radiance, when, ſad and flow, the He- 
brews entered the Egyptian hall. — 
Reuben, who had pledged the life of 
his. dear little-ones, as ſureties for Ben- 


jamin's 
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jamin's ſafety, felt torments inexpreſſi- , 


ble. — Much they conferred, much won- 


N 
dered, — but no means preſented to un- | | 
ravel the perplexing myſtery. | 


PLacep on a judgement-ſeat, within 
the ſpacious hall, the formidable gover- 
nor was ſeen. — Upon his brow inexo- 
able juſtice ſat, while pity, tenderneſs, 


and love, were ſtruggling in his boſom. 


« Approacn, (he ſaid,) ye ingrates, 


« ye ſtrangers to each honourable ſen- 
« ttment. — Ye, who, in defiance of 


e every generous claim, have dared to 


make this baſe return to friendly hoſ- b 


e pitality, 
« wronged the man whoſe kind protec- 


ſpeak, have ye not 


« ting roof was late your ſhelter?“ — 
* Ah! no, my lord, (the anxious Reu- 
G 2 ce ben 
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ben anſwered,) the guilt attributed 
« to us our ſouls diſdain. — The ſons 
cc of Jacob deteſt ungrateful meanneſs. 
« — We hear, with virtuous indigna- 


« tion, the crime aſcribed to us; 


ce *tis from ſome dire miſtake. — Our 
<c hearts are pierced with ſadneſs. — 


« Forgive us, if we deem the accuſa- 


ce tion groundleſs.“ 


a 


Wir ſtern and ruthleſs interruption, 
the governor in theſe determined ac- 
cents ſpake: « Depart, O He- 
ce brews; your perſons be ſecure. — 
ce but that guilty youth ſhall feel the 
A faithful 
| huſband, who, for many tedious years, 


iron hand of juſtice.” 


had left a tender wife and numerous 
babes, to ſeek ſubſiſtence in fome foreign 


clime 
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clime, completes his wiſhed intent. — 
Bleſſed by the hand of heaven his honeſt 
induſtry, he haſtens home to ſhare the 
plenteous ſpoil with thoſe for whom he 
long had toiled beneath the torrid zone. 


Now night approaches, under whoſe 
cloudy cover he means to viſit that 
humble dwelling where his treaſure is 
contained. — Sudden, a flame abrupt 
attracts his ſtartled eye, while ſmoak, 
in ſtifling columns, rolls through the 
midnight air. — He runs, — he flies. 
— For ah ! his precious bleſſings, im- 
ploring help, appear at every window ! 
— Arrived too late to fave the hapleſs 
family, he ſees the ſinking houſe in- 
volve his wife and children in the half- 
burnt ruins, and hears their laſt, their in- 
effectual, cries ! ä | 
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Tuvs, like this wretched father, 
looked the terrified Iſraelites, when 
the cruel ſentence was pronounced. — 


Alas ! the doom for unoffending inno- 
cence was moſt ſevere. — Soft ſympa- 
thiſing ſorrow ſat conſpicuous on every 
face. — When Benjamin, after a mo- 
mentary pauſe, with all that calm ſub- 


miſſion attending virtuous greatneſs, 


thus beſpake their warmeſt cares for 
« Soften (he ſaid) 
«© the news of my untimely fate. — 


reverend Jacob. 


* Confole my parent in his vaſt 
cc affliction. — O ſooth him in his mo- 
* ments of deſpair, and cloſe thoſe 
ce eyes which ſoon will ſhut out every 
« view of paſt misfortune, — Had 
ce great heaven permitted we the indul- 
e gence, your cares were needleſs ; J 

ce ſhould 


1 


18H. 87 


ſhould have watched, with filial ob- 


« ſervance and tender grief, thoſe tor- 
« ments of approaching diſſolution 
*« which may, alas! be the ſad portion. 
« of my aged father. — — — O that 


« father! — But, above all, keep from 
« his knowledge the diſgraceful ſen- 
« tence ſoon to be executed on your 
« uncomplaining, brother. — But ah! 
« — Great God! — There is another 
« tie! — Be ſtill my ſtruggling heart! 
« —Reuben, to thee, to thy protection, 
e TI commit my Zaphna.. — And yet, 
per haps, ere this the caution's need- 


«© leſs; the gentle maid} ceaſes to ween 
Se ep 


e her abſence from her Benjamin. — 


Perhaps, in ſome far-diſtant land, ſhe 


” yields her ſpotleſs foul to heaven..—- 
If ſo, we ſoon ſhall meet. — If fo, 
G 4. cc. the- 
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e the melancholy tale will not excite 
her anguiſh ; her tender feelings will 
« then be ſpared the painful recital.” — 


STILL, Joſeph (though he felt the 
force of this affecting apoſtrophe) kept 
awful filence. — His eyes were fixed on 
the fancied victim, whoſe face betrayed 
the mark of one ſoft tear deſcending for 
the ſhame he laboured under, not the 
guilt. — O ſhocking ſituation for the 
patriarch's delight! — And could not 
one plead for the injured Benjamin? — 
Not one, with decent boldneſs, undertake 
his cauſe? — Yes, though conſctous pride 
forbad expoſtulation or intreaty from 
the youthful ſufferer, yet, ſure, fraternal 
love might offer tears and prayers, 


and plead the juſt reverſion of fo 
harſh 


harſh a ſentence. — Yes, Benjamin, one 
faithful brother, in the names of all, 


collecting firm his o'er-powered ſpirits, 


bending before the ſeemingly inexorable 
judge, in theſe heart-moving terms, 
pours forth the fullneſs of a ſoul op- 
preſſed, 


« BeyoLD, thou governor of thou- 
« ſands, behold thy ſervant pleading, 
« for a hapleſs fire. — This youth, 
© who ſtands condemned for what I 
©« know he much abhors, this youth is 
« by the holy Jacob idaliſed. — 
a Though much he loves his numerous 
as offspring, — though fatherly af- 
tc fection predominates in his beha- 
« viour, and governs. every feeling of 


© his ſoul, when harſh calamity aſſails, 


« his 
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« his children; — yet is this ſon his 
« chief delight, — his all, — his life's 
tc repoſe. — To tear him from ſo fond 
ce a parent would —— O diſtracting 
* thought — would rend his bleeding 
« boſom, — and ſtrengthen ſorrows 


« which lenient time might ſoften.” — 


Hexz Joſeph wiped away a tear of 
| tenderneſs, — Perhaps a conſciouſneſs 
of blame aroſe, while thus protracting 
Jacob's happineſs. 


\ 


Jvpanꝝ proceeded, « Methinks 
ce J ſee this venerable father, — ſad, — 
« deſolate, — abandoned to his grief. 
„ fee him tear his hoary locks. 
(the few which time had ſpared) — 
« ſee, too, the briny tears deſcending 


« er 
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« o'er his flowing beard, (that graceful 
« ornament of age.) — Imagination 
* now beholds him, — daſhing his fee- 
« ble trembling limbs againſt the 
ground, — while, ſpent with agony, 
he lies convulſed and writhing in the 
« duſt ! — Spare; then, this holy man 
« of forrows. — Embitter not, my 
« lord, his few remaining moments. 
4 Draw not the weighty curſe of the 
c afflicted on yourſelf and children. — 
* Soon will unpitying death deprive us. 
ce of ſo dear a relative; — O haſten not 
* the dreaded event. — Nay, to your 
e ſoft parental feelings I apply. — Say, 
could you bear with patience to be 
« told your infant bleſſings were for- 
« ever loſt, — Behold the beauteous 


« pledges of a faithful love; — ſee 


« ſprightly 
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ſprightly health beam in their ſpark- 


ling eyes and animate their blooming 
countenances ; — are they not dearer 
to your ſoul than all the treaſures of 
your wealthy Egypt? — Such once 
was Joſeph, — fuch is Benjamin, to 
wretched Iſrael. — I cannot go, my 
lord. — I cannot meet my father. — 
When eager he demands of us his 
abſent child, what ſhall we anſwer ? 
— Ah! muſt we ſay — this youth 
has tarniſhed all his great forefathers 
fame? — Tell him he ſtands accuſed 
Oh! never? 


never | — On me, my lord, — on me 


of crimes that 


wreak all your vengeance. — Bon- 
dage or death I cheerful will endure. 


— Judah ſhall well ſupply the place 


of Benjamin, — Though tender in- 
« fants 
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ce fants wait my wiſhed return ; — 
te though bliſs connubial crowns my 


days; — though nature loudly pleads 
e her love of life, ſhrinking reluctant 
« from each view (however diſtant) of 
her diſſolution ; — yet will I give up 
< every bleſſing a much-loved family 
© confers, to ſet at liberty my brother, 
and take the heavy conſequence of a 
ce ſuſpetted fin. — For oh! I cannot 
« ſee the torturing grief of the afflicted 
<« patriarch ! — Here will I plead, till 
e pity for an aged fire and his hapleſs 
4 ſon ſhall move your heart. 


Ah! Judah, little kneweſt thou who 
attended to the plaintive ſupplication, 


while thus thou paintedſt a fond father's 
woe! During this addreſs, — delivered 


in 
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in the anguiſh of his ſoul, — armed, too, 
with all the moving energy of nature's 
pathos, — nor deſtitute of grace per- 
ſuaſive and emphatic geſture, — Joſeph 
ſat mute. — The painful throbbings of 
his heart forbad articulation. — 
Duty, — love, — pity, — every ſoft 
emotion, — ſtruggled for maſtery. — 
Strong conflicting , paſſions varied his 
ſpeaking features. — Fain would he 
have given utterance to his ſentiments; 
— fain claſp the innocent Benjamin, 
and beg excuſe for this moſt painful trial, 
meant but to prove the guilty, though 
the accuſation ſeemed ſo ſtrongly 
pointed at the innocent. — At laſt he 
roſe ; — and, ſpeaking to the many pre- 
ſent, © Depart, (he ſaid,) I have farther 


« buſineſs with theſe Hebrews.” — 
Obedient, 
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Obedient, all retired; when, ardent 


gazing through the medium of thoſe 


tears impelled by powerful affeCtion, 
he ſtruck their ſouls with this all- 


ſtartling — this awful declaration. 


« | AM YOUR BROTHER Joszrn !” 


Had ſonorous thunder, in terrific 
peals, burſt with tremendous horror 
o'er their heads, and ſhaken the earth 
even to the loweſt centre; — had 
Egypt's lofty towers in ponderous ruin 
fallen, all ſhattered by the dire ex- 
ploſion ; — they might have felt the 
ſhock : but this, — this ſudden ſtroke, 
no fortitude could parry : — A gleamof 


joy, checked by the ſtrongeſt appre- 


henſion, — dread ſurpriſe, — hope, 
combating with fear, — conjunctive all, 


— ſhot 
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— ſhot Fwiftly through their boſoms. — 
The youth, whoſe artleſs plaints in vain 
implored their mercy, whoſe tender 
years moved not their, ſavage hearts, 
whom (deaf to every ſoft fraternal claim, 
and thoughtleſs of ,a parent's deep 
diſtreſs,) they ruthleſs ſold to ſtrangers; 
— this youth now ſtood before them, 
— graceful, — majeſtic. — The bloom 
of early years was loſt in ripened man- 
hood; — his form athletic, — not inele- 
gant, — covered with the richeſt robes 
of. ſtate, ſecond to none but Egypt's 
glorious king, — beloved, — reſpected, 
— honoured ! — Great God! — Imagi- 
nation's force creative cannot form ideas 
adequate to ſuch a ſcene ! What can 
they now expect but death, — death the 
moſt ignominious and tormenting ? — 


Judging 


TT mA 
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judging their beother's noble mind by 


ſordid ſelf· adapted maxims, they falſely 


deemed him capable of black revenge, 
for all that load of grief. they had once 
inflicted on him, — Nay, were it poſſible 
his generous benevalence could pardon 
the atrocious deed, reſpecting his own 
ſufferings, — would not a ſon ſo dute - 
ous retaliate the pangs their wickedneſs. 
had given a diſtreſſed parent ? — Too 
ſure he would, — he muſt. —Silent theß 
fell before him, — waiting that doom 
the exalzed Joſeph ſhould pronounce. 


— Strange narrowneſs of ſentiment ! — 
They could not look beyond the bounds 


by ſelfiſhneſs preſcribed! — They ſaw 2 
brother blazing in that glory his ſupe - 
perior greatneſs ſo well deſerved ! — 
They ſaw him now poſſeſſed of regal 
. power, — 
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power, — üble to un them into 
death ! — A tonſciouſneſs of injuries 
once intended, 2 nay, completed; to 
the utmoſt of their ſkill, — pointed to 
their awe-ſtruck.' ſouls the puniſhment 
their crimes, even in partial eſtimation, 
merited.— But ah miſtaken men 
they viewed the gracious Joſeph through 
the eye of misjudging terror. — Blinded 
by that, they ſaw not filial love; ſoft ten- 
derneſs, and kind commiſeration, 
blended in his features. They ſaw 
not ſweet forgiving merey in his manly 
face, = but unrelenting juſtice; ready 
to decide their fatal doom, and execute 
the awful ſentence of an impartial judge. 
— What different lights poured in upon 
the aſtoniſhed Benjamin: — Stranger to 
every malevolent paſſion; and no les ſo 

e to 
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to guilty fear, clear of that ſhame which 
bent the ſtricken brethren to the carth, 
tranſport unutterable ſeized his beating 
heart, — The grateful twell-of brotherly 


tenderneſs, in plentrous ſtreams, burſt 


from his eye. — He fervent claſped this 
dear, this late-acknowledged, relative, 


vhile through his breaſt tumultuousroved 


the new-born pleaſure, and every action 
ſpake his agitated feelings. O' er come 


by ſharp ſenſations, too acute to be 


endured, Joſeph wept aloud. — Tedi- 
ous reſtraint had pent the torrent of af 
fection, that, like the forceful waves 
by human ſtrengrh confined, had 
broken its bounds, and ſwept down a!! 
obſtruction. — Afﬀeer a folemn pauſe. — 
© Yes, Benjamin, (he ſaid,” — I am thy 
© brother Joſeph. — Forgive me, gene- 
es os H 2 „ 0. rom 
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ce rdus youth, forgive the painful trial 
cr of thy virtue.” 4 ( Forgive thee 
.O ur bett beloved, (Benjamiri're- 

« plied,)'— forgive-thee 1 Yes: 


tc my ſoul accords thy full and free for- 


cc. giveneſs. — But wilt not thou pardon 
< theſe proſtrate ſufferers?” — 


*. Yes; heaven be my witneſs.” — 
Then, turning to the ſelf-accuſers, Jo- 
ſcph. thus ſpoke to the troubled Iſraelites 
peace and pardon, — — * Riſe, Oo my 
0 brethren, riſe. — Theſe arms frater- 
« nal ſhall receive you. — In me be- 
* hold a powerful protector. — No 
10 words reproachful ſhall embitter our 
« moſt happy meeting, — Have ye not 
90 «. brought this precious treaſure of my 
25 father to my longing eyes ken Do! 


« not 
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not now behold. my Benjamin, the 
« dear laſt pledge of virtuous love nd 
« His'preſence cancels every thought 
% of mean retaliation. — Riſe, then; my 
« 1 and embrace your Jo- o- 


EmvotDanep 1 this free, this unde - 
ſerved, | invitation, — the ſelſf- con- 
demned aroſe, and each reſpectively 


received the warm careſs of love, while 


tears evinced the grateful rapture of 
their hearts. — When high- wrought 


tranſport and extatic gratulation had 


ſubſided into tranquil eaſe, the duteous 
Joſeph, earneſt to hear the real ſtate of 
that dear parent who, for many melan- 


choly years, had wept. his death ſup- 
, poſed, now urged the Hebrews to de- 


H 3 clare 


clare his ſituation.” — * Alas! (ſaid 
« Reuben,) age extreme and (dreadful 
1 truth!) corroding ſorrows have left 
«. few traces of his former ſelf.— The 
e gver-ripened- fruit ſhakes with the 
« ſlighteſt blaſt. . „ But does he 
c live? — Say, O my brother, have you 
« not deceived me? He does, 
« my lord. — He lives, — again to 
« yiew thee, moſt beloved, moſt fa- 
voured of his foul.” — . Haſten, 
O God! (ſaid the enraptured Joſeph,) 
that bliſsful moment, which ſhall 
« bring, to theſe deſiring eyes, a fight 
* 5 precious !” — , too, look for- 
« ward, (ſaid the happy Benjamin,) I 
« too look forward to the wiſhed-for 
ce period, when thoſe dear eyes, dimmed 
1 « by age and trouble, ſhall behold 
140 „ ( ſuffuſed 
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( ſuffuſed with joyful tears) the bo- 
4 ſom's hope of worn · out frail morta- 
« lity. — Ia thee, my deareſt brother, 


in this bleſt diſcovery, ſhall thy ſire 


«, enjoy the juſt reward his piety and 


« patience fo well deſerve. —— 


A deep-drawn figh eſcaped the con- 
ſcious Levi. — Painful retroſpection 
diffuſed a gloom over his features, and 
chus he ſpake of that ſad miſery their 


Times had once inflicted on the inno- 
cent. — © With deep concern and glow- 
« ing ſhame we long have execrated,, 


© and ever muſt deplore, that horrid 


« jealouſy which could induce the 


* black deſign of plunging in our 
© father's breaſt the darts of poignant 
© woe, — When to his tortured view 


H 4 | « We 
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ve. brought the many- coloured gar- 
ment, ſtained with marks of ſavage 
+ frehzy, gazing: at the enfanguined 
60 ſight, he eager | caught the blood- 
« diſcotoured: coat, and preſſed it to 
« his trembling lips ; — when, wild — 
« diſtracted, with the dread ſuggeſtions 
C of his-agoniſing mind, he threw the 
« blaſting token from him, and 
« earneſtly beſought us to unfold the 
e direful tale our ſubtlety had formed; 
„ then, with barbarity unparallelled, 
we could behold the pangs which 
< rent his ſoul. — 


104 


ec War (ſaid the venerable mourner, 
c claſping, in ſtrong deſpair, his hands, ) 
C what monſter of the deſart thus 
. "JE 2. te could 
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« cord raven on the ſweeteſt form that 
« .everowedcreationto almighty power? 
„Lions and tygers muſt have 
« | periſhed,” &er their fury could have 
1 marked him for their prey. It can- 
“ not be, my ſons. — Lou have da- 
« ceiveda wretched father.” — Theſe 
tc werethe firſt effuſionsof his ſorrow; all 
te comfort he refuſed, and ſickened at the 
t cheerful radiance of the golden ſun.— 
« All through the tedious night (once 


ec peacefulandſerene)hispiercinggroans 
and heart-drawn fighs, with plaintive 
« interruption, broke upon the plea- 
« "09 calm . 


; * No more, my brother, (faid the 


0 * generous Joſeph,) ſeek not, to cloud 
« 1 this much-wiſhed hour by unavailing 


3 . ec retroſpect. 
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ec retroſpect, — Within this breaſt pre- 
* dominates the moſt exalted duty and 
« the tendereſt love — Soft drops of 
pity, urged by the melancholy, picture 
Levi drew, accompanied this more 
than friendly declaration, — Alas 
40 (ſaid Simeon, ) conſcious of cruelty 
© no plea could ſoften, nor partiality 
c extenuate, ſweet peace and happineſs 
had fled the boſoms of the guilty.— 
« For ever miſerable, — at once the 


A 


ec accuſers and the accuſed. — No: ray 
cc of hope, from that ſad day in which 
« ye left a brother, helpleſs and forlorn, 
« to ſtruggle with adverſity, e'er illu- 
« med our darkened ſouls. — No 
« ſoothing comfort ſmoothed the pil- 
« low upon which we vainly fought to 
cc lull our ſorrows, and forget the miſery 

« we 


| 
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þ «we. occaſioned, and now ſo largely f 
I « ſhared. Forgive us, that we thus " 
f « recount our vile tranſgreſſion, and f 
e « bring the ſad remembrance to your | 
e « mind of griefs long paſt. — It is but Y 
! « juſt that we ſhould bluſh and weep i 
y LL for our unprecedented baſeneſs. — \ 
y « No more affection to each other F 
is « dwelt in our hearts, or ſpake in 
— « features clouded with a weight of care. . 
Ne © No more we ſought the ſocial con- j 
ay « yerſe or paternal ſmile of him whoſe- j 
ch « woes forbad or ſmile or converſe. — | 
n, * Whene'er, impelled by duty, we at- g 
u- * tended Jacob's couch, (for cruel 4 
No e trouble, like a blighting wind, had 
il- ce ſtricken ſore this .moſt unhappy 
to father,) — then, while around the 


te ſuffering ſire we ſtood, anguiſh un- 
* ce utterable 
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«« utterable wrung our wretched hearts, 
His patient reſignation 1 — earneſt 
, prayers to heaven for fortitude meet 
«for the arduous trial; — the Janguor 
e viſible throughout his feeble frame; 
«© the , expreflive melancholy de- 
40 Picted on his furrowed counte- 
« nance; — all pointed, witk the 
« keeneſt force, the dire ſenſations oF 
« ur * minds,” —: 


vis, (would the holy ſufferer ſay, 
« tis. meet that I, ſo. greatly favoured 
27. of the Lord, ſhould now. be tried. — 
de This then muſt be the teſt of my 
«, obedience... — Though ſickneſs preſs 
.cc upon my. - drooping 1 ſpirits, - — though 
ce every nerve be totally unſtrung, — 


$0 


x * racking pains convulſe each 
| cc ſhivering 


* 
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ce, ſhivering limb, — yet, O thou ma- 
« jeſty ineffable, yet ſhall my ſoul, in 
er humble acquieſcence, accede to thy 
te divine will.” — © Then, pauſing for a 
«© moment, again would keen reflection 
« urge the heart· moving complaint. 
« What are the moſt accumulated 
« pains, — what the diſeaſe which preys 
ee upon the body, — while the mind re- 
© mains unhurt ? — Ah! Joſeph, Jo- 


te ſeph, thy fatal loſs has given the blow. 


« which, rankles in this grief-· fraught 
ce breaſt, Pardon, O God, theſe ſin- 
ct ful lamentations. I would ſubmĩt: 
e — ſilent and unrepining, I would 


* ſubmit to thy immutable decrees ; — 


« but frail humanity muſt feel the ſtroke 


«tg which - true faith b bows. wr 5 
JR miſſion,” . WS Ha 2 1 


* 275 | 41 'To 


bee. £1 


ng _ — > % —- . 
r — 


POR i = annwsd 4 


N 


—— — —— —¼ 


os EH. 


To ſtand before the reverend Ja- 
« cob, — to hear him thus expreſs his 
ce bitter anguiſh; — to know ourſelves 
ct the moſt deteſted cauſes of his trou- 
cc bles, — O where was God's vicege- 
cc rent; conſcience, — where was na- 
& ture, '— if theſe" ſolemn ſeenes could 
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| c not entirely awake us from the le- 
; e thargy of fin? — They did awaken 
: _ «15, to the ſharpeſt ſenſe of aggravated 
| « miſery. — Each groan, — each ſigh, 
„ 
| «drew from the diftreſſed parent, 
| cc ſtruck, to our wounded boſoms, more 
| cc eruel pains than thoſe experienced by 
| « the. wretched Cain, when, frantic, 
| <« he beheld the deep diſtreſs of Adam, 
| ___« whileweeping o'er the gentle Abel's 
| © corſe, — This grief- creating recital 
| No. BY. « my 
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cc my ſoul conſiders as an offering due 
« to wrongs -like«thine; but while, 
t impelled by juſtice, -L confeſs: the 
c crime which rendered us moſt miſera- 
« ble; permit thy fervant to acknow- 
« ledge, — Reuben and Judah af- 
te fectionately intreated a reverſion-of 
te the ſentence we ſo vilely had pro- 
* nounced againftthy innocence.” — 


Ar this, a gleam of love illumined 
Joſeph's aſpect, while he turned a look 
of complacent affection on thoſe. bro- 
thers who were penetrated | with 
his wrongs. — 


SiMzoN continued. — « Nolonger will 
ws | wound thy feeling heart, nor ſeek. 
« toirritate thee againſt us deep-· repent- 


8 ing offenders, — Thy pardon is as 
0 « healing 
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tc healing Balm to thoſe; who,'fince'the 
« fate? gion, have not Gaſed 26/1. 
te ment the injuries" they vfferei to ſo 
1 '2 blaihelefs'4bro- 
<< then? — — — 


e ene 


- 


A „ 
eee ſtory of a faher's | 
= all liſtened with a Glence awful 
as chat which erſt -preyailed, on this 
terreſtrial ſphere, ere animated life be- 
gan. — All liſtened to 4 tale of ſuch 
affliction as needed not tlie artful colour- 
ing of linguage to enforce its ſad con- 
tents to every feeling mind, — The He- 
brews, in this ſtriking recapitulation, 
felt the torments conſequential to guilt 
renewetl; — Reuben: and. Judah ex- 
cepteda Though only preſent to the 
* Joſeph and: Benjamin, Aa keen 


humiliating 


3 „N 


50. S. E. P H. Ls. 


feſſed on each traybled countenance. — 
But ſoon che juſt effeQt of. ſelf c nvic- 
tion were by their judge. henevolent 
removed. Joſeph, in whoſe eye..the 
tear of pity ſtood, thus graciouſly ad- 
dreſſed + his troubled” gueſts. © To 


<«< each: dear relative, again a tender 


brother offers peace and pardon. — 


cc Eor that lamented error, you ſo 


4 movingly deplore, great muſt have 
been your ſufferings.— To ſee 
« the holy. Jacob ſinking under ſuch 
« unprecedented forrows muſt fil your 


<< no more, my brethren; ===Galmly we 
vill, at ſome future period, ſurvey 
_ «thoſe ſtoring dierblown. — Olet us, 
<a the kigheſt fervour of devotion, 

8 1 « praiſe 
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ce praiſe our beneficerit Creator, who 
e gilds the preſent with a ſun ſo. btight 
< as quite evaporates the gloomy 
ce clouds of black , deſpondence,” — 
Then, with | humility unfeigned, he 
bowed the knee of gratitude devout, in 
concert with all preſent, and jointly. of- 
fered up the ſacrifice of glowing praiſe 
and thanks ſincere, — _ from the 
Poſture of devotion. Again (he 
<« ſaid,) embrace your Joſeph. — Again 
te receive congratulation from the lips 


ce of him who now experiences. that 
< pleaſure which reſults from the enjoy- 
< ment of domeſtic bliſs,” —— 


Tux Hebrews, with extaſy extreme, 
in language calculated to expreſs their 


joyful ſentiments, confeſſed their obli- 


gations 
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gations for this generoſity. — Divine 


philanthropy ! how amjable, how uni- 


form, thy operations! no wrongs can 


ſtifle, in the generous breaſt, thy glo- 
rious influence. — No injuries, though 


aimed by cruelty infernal, can an- 
nthilate, in liberal minds, thy heavenly 
exiſtence! Deduced from that immen- 
ſity in whom all goodneſs centers, thou 
counteracteſt the effect of eyery groveling 
principle — Sweet gentle emanation of 
the Deity, which ſtreams from that pure 
fountain of unſullied light in various 
direCtions, warming innumerable beings 
with thy eſſence! — How great, how 
inconceivable, thy power, when acting 
on a ſoul replete with brotherly af. 
fection! —*Tis then thou blazeſt with 


increaſing luſtre. — Tis then thy 


I 2 brightneſs 
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brightneſs pouts, with added force, 
upon thoſe hearts invulnerable to each 
leffer attribute ! Inſtead of Tharp re- 
proach and jut revenge, thou, bleſt 
philanthropy,” induceſt ſoft cohéflia- 


tion! — Joſeph, whoſe miſeries had been 


ſuch as might excuſe, nay; juſtify; the 
harſheſt treatment, impelled by these, in 
kind oblivious reconeilement buties 
every thought unfriendly, and chaſes, 


from the fearſtruck countenance, che 


varying clouds of fearful appreheiſſion. 
Though bufy memory might, for 
one ſhort moment, quick retrace thoſe 
ſcenes of anguiſh he had once endured; 
— though, in idea, he might then 
behold the deep- ſunk pit from whoſe 
dark receſs Judah delivered him; 
the Iſhmaelitiſn merchants travelling 

to 


to Egypt with their ſpicy treaſures; — 
the ſtrong tormenting pangs he hen 
experienced, . occaſioned by the ex- 
pectation of perpetual flayery ; — when, 


at that fickening period, he imagined 


a father's ravings for his favourite ſon, 
who then no more expected to embrace 
that tender parent, but (ſhocking 


change,) dreaded to prove the melan- 


choly contraſt, — chains and bondage, 
for liberty unlimited ;. — ſtripes and 
ſevereſt epithets, for endearing ſmiles 
and fond paternal expreſſions ; —though 

theſe ideas might, in ſwift ſucceſſion, 
_*oecupy his noble mind, yet, guided by 
this leve-producing principle, did the 
favourite of Omniſcience graciouſly ex- 
tend the nn hand of comfort to 


1 3 . e thoſe 


1 
f 
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thoſe men who had, with diabolic ha- 
tred, once combined 3 his liſe!— 


"333 I" 


| 1 now = N 8 
[ crowned with the richeſt viands, inyite 
each welcome gueſt to taſte che plen- 
teous ſweets. — Though dry. ſterility 
| had curſed the land, which proved the 
grave of ſeed prolific, that the careful 
huſbandman in vain | diſſeminated 
o'er the barren earth, yet for the happy 
brethren did Egypt open her choiceſt 
| | ftores. — Nor was ought wanting to 
refreſh the taſte or - gratify the keeneſt 
appetite. — There generqus wines, (the 
produce of the lofty. mountain's ſunny 
fide, whoſe . bloom-empurpled cluſters 
.mixed with verdurous foliage form the 
fineſt tapeſtry, gay with nature's love- 
| lieſt 


n — — — — _ 
—— —— — — 
— 
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— 
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lieſt hues,) in maſſy goblets, foam, and, 


ſparkling; gratify the: thirſty palate. — 
There, too, at every interval of feſtive 
mirth or rational converſe, ſoft melting 
muſic. breathes in dulcet ſymphonies, 
and floats, with ſweetneſs inexpreſſible, 
upon the gentle air. — Now the clear 
notes in dying cadence fall, and thrill 
the ſoul with ſuch ſenſations as faith 
divine aſſures us dying ſaints experi- 
ence, ' when the meſſengers of bliſs 
ſooth their departure with the heavenly 
ſounds drawn from ethereal harps, — 
Now. the harmonious ſwell breaks, 
with delightful contraſt, on the atten- 
tive ear, and echoes loudly through the 
ſpacious hall. — What rapturous won- 
der ſeized the aſtoniſhed Iſraelites! — 
Not greater the delight of Adam, when 

I 4 —_ 


in mellifluous harmony attune the pra. 
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firſt he heard the miĩnſtrelſy of heaven 


ſas of his glorious creator . Unuſed 
the brethren to ought of muſic but the 
ſhepherd's artleſs ſtrains, which erſt in- 
formed the ruſtic reed, er ut 
blings of the little birds, when morn 
awakes the tuneful choir, or ſetting fun 


invites the evening ſong. — Simple was 
the repaſt of theſe patriarchs. — Their 
food the produce of the fruitful field 
or well-ſtored paſtures. — Their beve- 
rage was plain, — A clear unruffled 
fpring allayed the thirſt raiſed by the fer- 
vid heat or wholeſome labour. — No 
ſtately pillars roſe magnificent beneath 
the roof of Iſrael's people. — No gar- 
ments, loaded with the uſelefs orna- 
ments s of art, encumberec their athletic 

limbs. 
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limbs. Alert and ſtrong, , they 
bounded oer the graſſy plain, or 
climbed the hill ſtupendous. — Stran- 
gers (til! now) to that luxury and 
greatneſs which poured their faſcinating 
charms around; theſe humble inhabi- 
tants of the lowly cottage gazed upon 
the ſplendid ſcenes before them, and felt 
ſenſations hard to be deſcribed.— 


NoTw1THSTANDING the preſence of 

a a beloved brother, who ſtrove, by every 
attention, to expreſs the pure happineſs 
he enjoyed ; — notwithſtanding the pro- 
bability, that Jacob would once more 
embrace a long-lamented fon; — 
though in each countenance confirmed 

, felicity triumphant ſhone, or trembled 

in the, grateful tear; — Benjamin ſat 


thoughtful, 
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thoughtful, — -penſfive; —- indulging 
melancholy . reflections. — For much 
the ſad idea poſſeſſed his ſoul, that 
Zaphna, his faithful Zaphna, would no 
more return to Canaan. True, 
«(he ſoftly ſaid,) my revered father 
« vill ſoon receive the moſt exalted 
« fatisfattion. — His prayers, — his 


ce groans, — his tears, — have found 
cc acceptance through great heaven's 


cc indulgence. — My brothers, too, an- 


| 40 ticipate the moment of their meeting 
| e with their tender wives and bloom- 
tc ing infants. — Thoſe tender wives, 
| « thoſe blooming infants, in artleſs 
ce ſtrains, will welcome their kind pro- 
« tectors, and in the fond careſs, the 
cc Joyful rapture, I ſhall exult. But 
ce ah! the ſoft avowal of affection, 
pes ig e beaming 


J'Oo.S'E PJM 123 


« beaming in the ſparkling eye, — the 
« ſpeaking bluſh of love, which kin- 
% dled through my Zaphna's modeſt 
10 cheeks — will not ſalute theſe eyes. 
16 0 my loſt treaſure to what far 
ec region' has thy apprehenſive parent 
*« led his languid flocks? — In what 
« yaſt deſart travels my ſweet maid, 
« purſuing fancied plenty ? — Perhaps, 
« ere now ſhe finks fortorn, — a helpleſs 
te victim. — nor can a parent's tears pre- 
« ſerve his dying child!“ — While 
plunged in meditation Benjamin fat 
oppreſſed and filent, Joſeph aſſiduouſly 
applied himſelf to remove the ſudden 
dejection. — His generous cares ſuc- 
ceeded, the gloom diſperſed, and cheer- 
fulneſs again animated the lover's 
features. 


TRE 


w 
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Tux lays harmonious, and ſqunds of 
temnpered i mirth, drew] the, attention of 
theanighty'. Pharaoh, who expreſſed a 
deſire to hear the particulars; of an 
event fo.intereſting,, — With deep hu- 
mility and due proſtration, Jeſeph 
thus beſpake the king.“ I thank 
„ thee, O thou mighty lord, E thank 
c thee, that thou deigneſt to notice 
<« Iſrael's deſcendants. — My ſire is yet 
ec in being. — Induced by famine and 
« the aſſurance that from Egypt they 
« ſhould receive ſupport, my brethren 
ct came to purchaſe corn. — Time and 


ce circumſtances had ſo much altered 
« thy ſervant (for many years have 
ce paſſed ſince I left Canaan) they 
.« knew me not. — 'Tis ſure unneceſ- 
« ſary to relate the tranſports of a 
« meeting 
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to meeting fo unexpected. Tho aged 
te Jacob waits with fond inquittude iris 
« {hs return Unmindfulof thenows 
«. they: bear, and loſt to every hope of 
«: certain © bliſs, much tis we fear the 
C2 important meſſage, when diſcloſed, 
4% will burſt the ſlender thread of his 
« exiſtence, which even now has nearly 
<< reached the goal preſcribed to human 
* nature.“! = 


| Fax not, (ſaid Pharaoh,) may 
« cheerful hope accompany their foot- 


.< ſteps while they travel to Canaan's 


land. — Loaded be every beaſt of 
*  burthen with the liberal preſents of 
y 50 thee, my faygured delegate. — Let 
< Egypt's;\richeſt productions evince 
- ©-yous. Dis Ouch: to the. venerable fire, 


cc and 
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dt and taiſe his Unking ſpirits, while 


et he | beholds 2 GER your er. 


a * — þ 


2 wh. r 1 re- 
ceived theſe honours: of a generous, 
prince, who ſought, by ſuch munificence, 
to expreſs a ſenſe of his vaſt merit, 
for whoſe ſake .invaluable wealth was 
ſhowered on his family. — Returning 
to his brethren, Joſeph related the 


kindneſs of great Pharaoh. —* Go, 


cc then, (he ſaid,) go tell my father all 
« my glory. — Tell him what perma- 
« nent delight awaits his wiſhed ar- 
« rival. — Tell him, his long-abſent 
« ſon expects his coming with im- 
« patience. — Well do I know the in- 


4 credulity of age, which (ſtrengthened 


by 
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«« by repeated forrow) may make him 
« doubt the welcome tidings. — Yet 
te ſure the noble gifts of majeſty muſt 
« prove the truth of your aſſeverations. 
« — O' haſten, then, and bring this 
cc dear-loved parent to partake my 
c preatneſs.” —— | 

« Ys, (Levi anfwered,) alchoughwe 
« feel reluctance in quitting thy valua- 
a preſence, yet, fraught with ſuch 
ct news, in vain the burning defartſhall 
ce clog our feet, or blaze of noon im- 
« pede our haſty progreſs, —Delightful 
« taſk! to chear the fainting ſoul, and 


« waken the almoſt extinguiſhed hopes 
. love-parental | = 


« Gon of our forefathers, indulge | 
« the filial wiſhes of thy ſervants. — 
« Oh! 
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cc OH! give the holy Jacob ſtrength to | 
cc hear” the vaſt tranſition, from black 
« deſpair to joy exceſſive! — Corre& 
cc and mitigate the powerful thrillings 


<« of a heart ſo good, — ſo feeling, — 


« and moderate thoſe tranſports, too 
« acute to be endured without thy 


mighty aid.” — This ſhort addreſs 


(the ſtrong effuſion of a tender heart) 
broke from the duteous Joſeph, who 
wiſely feared the effects of a diſcovery 
ſo conſequential - to the peace of 
Jacob. — 


Tux riſing ſun with crimſon bluſhes 
gilt the opening day, painting with va- 
rious ſhades the fleecy clouds, whoſe 
lovely tinges caſt a ſoft reflection on the 
face of the induſtrious traveller, illumi- 

ning 
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ning his. penſive ſtepa along: thettug- 
ged ſteep, or through: tht wide extenſive 
| foreſt, where ſauage beaſts had\reyetled 
amidſt the gloomy darkneſs. Rouſed 
by the orient beams from dull inactive 
leep, alert the brethren riſe; and in joy- 
ful preparations ſpeak their wiſhes to ſa- 
late the unprotected families who 
mourned. their abſence. — The ſacred 
altar, — the ſimple cot. — now preſs upon 
the Hebrews minds, while anxious ex- 
pectation ſeems to lengthen, to unmea- 
ſurable diſtance, the tedious way. — 
With amiable reluctance, Benjamin de- 
parted from his brother. — Nought but 
this ' all-prevailing conſideration, that 

every moment given to fraternal af- 
feftion added to Iſrael's miſery, could 
have drawn him from this dear, this 

K late- 


22 —— —_—— 
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FIFTY relative. — At * ſblemn 

parting even the gentle Zaphna's loſs 

ceaſed, for a moment, to afflict the ten - 
der Benjamin. —< Farewell, (he faid ;) 
ec may high heaven permit a ſpeedy” — 
The figh, the tear, the fell ing bafom, 
prevented farther converfe. —Yow he 
retreated, and again advanced. — Again 
the intreaties of his brethren drew him 
from the pitying Joſeph, who felt, in all 
its force, the powerful effect of fympa- 
pathetic love arifing in his heart. — 
<c Yet ere we part, (he faid,) my 
« Aſcnath would greet her brethren; 
« .— would join with mine her wiſhes 
ce for your ſafety.” — So ſaying, he in- 
troduced the graceful matron and her 
children; — her countenance expreſſing 
dignity and love, while in the features 
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of her little ſons infant ſprightlineſs 
ſparkled. — © Copvey (ſhe ſaid) to 
holy Iſracl the congratulations of an 
« unknown daughter. — Aſſyre him of 
ce my hopes —— yet—to behold the 
« father of my huſbaqgd. — Oft have I 
% mourned his wes. — Oft have I 
c wept (While viewing my ſweet off. 
ec ſpring) the ſorrows of that afflicted 


ce parent, deprived of 2 loved child. 


« and no rejoice his troubles ſoon muſt 
< ceaſe. — Salute, for me, each faithful 
ce partner of your hearts. — O ſay, the 
ce wifeof Jofeph would be united in af- 
ce fection to them.” —— 


tc Yes, deareft Aſenath, thou ſhalt 
© behold the antient Jacob and thy 
< brethren's conſorts. — We will be 
K 2 % off 


— — 
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ec all mate in affeftion. Pon With 
warm devotion and gratitude ſincere, 
the Iſraelites implored immortal bleſ- 
ſings on them. — While Joſeph, embra- 
cing all, but chiefly Benjamin, on whom 
he hung with looks of tenderneſs, bade 
them farewell. — Then quitted they the 
famed Egyptian land. 
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LOW paſſed the hours while Jacob 
waited the return of thoſe, whoſe 
abſence he deplored, in fruitleſs ex- 
pectation of their wiſhed arrival. — Oft 
would he, wich feeble ſtep, - attain the 


ſummit 


JOSEPH. 133 


1 - 


1 


furmit of a towering hill, which raiſed | 


its ſtately head above the neighbouring 
eminences, where, ſheltered from the 


glowing heat, he'd penſive fit, beneath 


the ſhade umbrageous of 'majeſtic ce- 


dars, that ſpread around the venerable 


acclivity een to its top-moſt height, — 
There, deep-abſorbed in meditation, 


would he trace the paſt events which 


had embittered his domeſtic peace: 


Events that long had torn his heart 


with retroſpective grief. — And oft 


would gloomy ſadneſs urge the trickling 


tear, which flowed unheeded down his 


reverend cheeks. — Sometimes, impel- 


led by the fond wiſh that warmed his 
boſom, he'd turn an eye of ſtrong in- 
quietude around the broad expanſe, 
and fondly fancy, in the extremeſt verge 


Xr of 


— 
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of afar diſtant | horizon, thick clouds of 
duſt, raiſed by a numerous company. — 
But ſoon the aching ſight i is undeceived, 
and nought preſents but bright i uninter- 
rupted ſun-ſhine and vacant air, — 
When night's ſoft influence had 1ul. 
Ted to reſt pale drooping care and 
pining melancholy ; - — when the clear 
moon ſhedo'er the ſtream tranſlucent her 
ſoftened rays, and the nocturnal bird, 
in ſtrains mellifluous, told her mourn- 
ful tale, from whoſe ſweet notes rever- 
berating echo lingered among the 
diſtant hills; — Jacob would wander, 
by the lunar- beam, dejefted, — muſing, 
— ſad. 
court his heavy eye-lids, to give a mo- 
mentary fuſpenſion to his perplexing 


thoughts; — his ſoul's anxiety per- 
mitted 


In vain kind ſleep would 


. 
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mitted not the ſahutary bleſſing.— 
In vain his young poſterity would aim, 
by ſportive gambols and all the jocund 
glee of infant innocence, to catch their 


good progenitor's attention. — Nought 
could diſpel the cloud that hung about 


him. — The time was now elapfed in 


which Reuben had engaged to reſtore, 
fafe and unhurt, the ſoathing. conſoler 


of the patriarch. — Each fad revolving 


day he meaſures o'er his ſteps to that 


fame hill from which the proſpect 


ſtretched far as his. feeble fight could 
diſtinguiſn. — Alas! the faithful fond 


attendant of a helpleſs father no longer 


lent his aid, — firm, —- to ſupport his 


trembling limbs, nor, by his pleafing 
conyerſe, ſmooth the uneven path 


which all muſt tread that reach a 
'K 4 lengthened 


* — 
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lengthened date of years. — Sad re- 


verſe! — Alone he toiled the rough 
and pathleſs ſteep, or cautiouſly de- 
ſcended the abrupt declivity, with 
nought but a ſtrong ſhapelefs ſtaff 
to guard him from the rugged ſtumps 
of ancient trees, whoſe twining roots 
(by ſtormy winds torn from their deep 
native bed) entangled and perplexed 
the feet of the incautious traveller. — 
Oft' would he liſten to the deluſive 
echo of the ſhepherd's voice, or barking 
of a faithful dog. — The pleaſing 
ſounds would, for an inſtant, revive 
his faint decaying hopes. — Nor ſet- 
dom did his ardent wiſhes break into 
fond complaints or mental interroga- 
tion. — © Why come they not? — 
« Why comes not Benjamin to eaſe 

« my 
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« my tortured mind ? — Ah! what de- 
« tains my hapleſs children from their 
« anxious parent? — Dreadful pro- 
« craſtination ! — Alas! can Egypt's 
te lord experience the ſweet effect of a 


ee fond father's love, nor ſeek to eaſe my 


ce troubles? — O can he hear the ten- 
« der tale of my affection, nor leſſen 
<« thoſe calamities my foul has mourned 
« and muſt ſtill endure ? — How has 
« this governor increaſed my ſuffer- 
« ings? — Why muſt he feek con- 
« viction at the expencę of my tran- 


« quility? What blameable incredulity ! 
« — What unjuſt ſuſpicions ! AQ 
ce thou pitying God, look down with 
« gracious clemency upon thy ſervant ! 
«© — How eam bereaved !— What, all 
my precious family condemned ? — 

«© Not 
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| „ Not one return to tell the fad event 
lh « of their ſueceſſieſs journey? 
| „% Not one return to clofe thefe eyes, 
il « and ſee my poor remains laid by my 
j « deareſt Rachel? Ah wretched father! 
| « — Once happy ina numerous pro- 


« peny z — now left to mourn the 
e loſs of all my ſons. — O miſery ex- 
« ceſſive! — O grief, that nought but 
« death can now alleviate! — Come, 
2 chen, thou finiſher of mortal woes, 
cc and with the welcome ftroke diſ- 
« ſolve this ſinking habitation. — Ah 
« can I ſee thoſe infant buds, nor 
« feel excruciating pangs, to know 
« them. unprotected and defence- 
« leſs? — Then, gazing wildly round, 
he'd fix an eye of anguiſh on the hum- 
ble abodes of his loſt children. — Ye 
| cc rural 
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* rural cottages, forlorn and deſolate 
« ye ſtand. — Of, by the ſilver ra- 
« dance of the moon, would your in- 
te habitants aſſemble, and, in tranquil 
« converſation, or religious duties, 
ce claſe the peaceful evening. — Yon 
« ſacred altars, where the ſolemn rites 
« (ordained by the Almighty) were 
cc performed, ſeem to lament the ab- 
« ſence of the ardent worſhippers. — 
« No ſlaughtered lambs diftain with 
« gore the conſecrated earth. — No 
« lowing herds, with ſtrong reluctant 
ec ſtrugglings, ſtrive to ſnun the ſacri- 
« ficer's knife. — Famine has deſtroyed 
« the odoriferous herbs, which ſent 
« around the grateful ſavour of ac- 
e cepted offerings,” - 


Tus 


— — — 


79 


Tuus did unhappy Jacob utter the 
effuſions of deſpair.— Sometimes rea- 
ſon and piety checked the career of 
murmurings. impetuous.— Then would 
he pray for fortitude to ſubmit to what 
Omnipotence might inflict. — “ Yes, 
« the God of Abraham has promiſed 
« (unworthy as I am) that from my 
tc Joins ſhould proceed a mighty na- 
« tion, — Why, then, preſumptuous 
« ſinner, why theſe lamentations, the 
ce guilty mirks of an impatient ſpirit? 
« — Speak peace, O bleſſed Lord, to 
the afflicted,” —— 3 


Oxx placid even, when the ſetting 


* 


ſun ſhed horizontal rays and gentle 
breezes had allayed the fervent heat of 
day, juſt at the entrance of his humble 
| cottage, 
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cottage; beneath a ſtately cedar; the 
thoughtful Jacob was reclined. — Be- - 
fore him ſported the juvenile deſcen- 
Uants of his ſons. — Penſive around 
were placed the careful matrons of the 
deſolate family. — Silent they ſat, and 
wept the tedious abſence of their huſ- 
bands, — Frequent, with the exploring 
eye of Ken inquietude, they would 
examine the grief-worn countenance of 
their father, and ſtrive, at intervals, to 
catch a gleam of conſolation from his 
looks, which fervent faith, at times, would 
animate. — But, ah! as oft' they ſaw, 
or fancied, a gloomy confirmation” of 
their fears, i in his dejected aſpect.— 
When, ſuddenly deſcending from a 
gentle eminence, Zaphna appeared. — 
Breathleſs and faint, her eyes betrayed 


— — — —̃ 1 — 
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the importance of that intelligence 
which yet ſhe could not utter. — At 
length, in haſty interrupted accents, — 
« They come, (ſhe ſaid;) from yonder 
« bill I ſaw the welcome ſight. — 
« Yes, from yon tree I ſaw them. 
« Benjamin, — Reuben, — Judah, 
« — all are come!” — While thus ſhe 
ſpake, the tread tumultuous of nume- 
raus feet, behind the rural dwellin 8 
alſailed their ears, and joyful exclama- 
matians proclaimed the arrival of the 
expected brethren. — Jacob, fargetful of 
his age and weakneſs, aroſe, and, preſ- 
Gog forward, his eyes ſuffuſed with 
tears, caught 4 in his arms the duteous 


Benjamin. — A ſudden ſhriek inter- 


rupted his fond emhrace: when, on the 


baſar af a tender matten, the aſtoniſhed 
youth 


JOSEPH. 
er thicavared —— —— 
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fainting maid, — and preſſed her almoſt 
lifeleſs hand. — Long time the lay in- 
ſenſible af that happineſs which had 
overpowered every faculty. — Men- 


| Jamin, — impatient, — diſtracted,— 


his eyes fixed upon her beauteous form, 
— expreſſed deſpair. — “ Is this, — 
< this, — the accompliſhment of my 
% ywifhes'? — Do 1 fee my love but 
e to loſe her? Miſt thoſe virtues, thoſe 
« perfeftions, be ever taken from 
« doating tenderneſs? — Thou Deity 
6c benignant, hear a wretched being, 
* thus rendered miſerable in the mo- 
ment of extatic bliſs, — Forgive me, 

* 
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ec that, preſuming on thy goodneſs, Idare 


« to aſk the reſtoration of my. love. — 


." But ſee, — ſhe breathes! — My life! 
** — My treaſure! — I ſhall. again 


s liſten. with pure delight to the har- 
cc monious ſound of Zaphna's voice !— 

« Again be rendered Happy by her pre- 
ce ſence!” — 

Wrru delight unfeigned, the happy 
family participated in his joy. — Ben- 
jamin, now ſinking at his father's feet, 
received the bleſſing of his parent,— To 


all his progeny this token of the pious 


Jacob's affection was, equally extended. 
— Soon as calm reaſon's voice had 
compoſed his fluttered ſpirits, fraught 
with the livelieſt ſenſe of grateful obli- 


gation. to the Almighty, — well as 


ſhame 
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ſhame, for thoſe complaints which 
miſery had extorted, — he meekly bent 
his knee to earth, and thus addreſſed 
the Almighty. —— 


«© Fog GIVE, O God of ſacred truth, 
<« the blameable deſpondency of thy 
« creature, which has urged him 
< (bending beneath the weight of ſtern 
" calamity) to expoſtulate with im- 
« maculate perfection. — Forgive the 
« wailings of a parent, who had given 
<« up all hope of comfort in this ſublu- 
« nary ſphere. Forgive that raſhneſs 
which has dared to murmur at Om- 
« nipotence. — And, O thou gracious 
Lord, accept the praiſes of a feeble 
« worm, While, with a heart replete 
with thankfulneſs, he owns thy un- 


23 « merited 


| delight _ unſpeakable. 


146 10 SiE P H. 

ce merited indulgence, which in com- 
© paſſion to his tears and prayers, 
© has given back his dear lamented 
« offspring. — Ye caverns, rocks, and 
—_ wide-extended vales, that erſt, in 
ce mournful echo, have reverberated 


my plaintive ſorrow, now reſound 


ce my - praiſes ; ye tuneful warblers of 
ce the grove, attempt, with me, to pay 
the wonderous debt of gratitude, 
«« which years of humble duty cannot 
<3 e 


ec 


| Ar accompanied che Us! in ide de- 
vout acknowledgement. — All felt the 
happineſs that animated the illumined 
features of the gladdened patriarch, 
and every breaſt was filled with Pure 


„ „ ww „ % 
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NE 
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Ons only difficulty now remained. 
A difficulty, which, from their 
father's preſent ſituation, the brethren 
thought inſuperable. — The torrent of 
*1'city,  atl-powerful and unexpected, 


Which had rapidly poured in upon 


the almoſt worn · out faculties of palſied 
weakneſs, was too impetuous to ſuffer 
addition. — They dreaded the weighty 
conſequences of the diſgovery. they had 
made — to a ſoul ſo ſenſible of joy and 
grief. — Already they beheld this re- 


vered parent nearly overcome with - 


high-wrought rapture. — Already ſaw 


the tear of extaſy meandering o'er his 


cheek, and his whole. frame agitated 


with uncommon tranſport. — How 
could they, then, communicate intelli- 
gence, which muſt increaſe that #ran/- 
ERS port. 
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port, till deep had braced his ſlackened 


nerves, and calmed the perturbed - 


mind; — Wiſely they kept from his 


ſight ought that might induce ſuſpicion 


— 


or awaken Ccuriofity, — - = 


SUPREMELY tranquil Jacob roſe, — | 


Taking advantage of the early hours, 
he walked among thefading verdure. — 
Soon was he joined by the united 
brethren, near that ſequeſtered ſpot 
where ſtood the bower raiſed by the 
hand of him who now alone was want- 
ing to complete the happineſs of his 


father. — With looks averted and 


quickened ſtep, the patriarch (whoſe 
love even time could not eradicate) 


ſhunned the verdant monument of in- 
duſtry, when Reuben thus © addreſſed © 


him. * SUFFER 


of 
Ol 
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« Surrex me, O my parent, for one 
moment, to recal your fond atten- 
« tion to the work of youthful inge- 
« nuity.— Sweet ſhades! your 
« blooming ſhrubs (not yet the prey 
« of blighting winds) remind me of 
ce that happy hour,. when Joſeph, ever 
« ſedulous to pleaſe, planted the roſe 
« and jeſſamine, whoſe intermingled 
« odours diffuſed around their balmy 
« ſweets : within he raiſed the moſſy 
« ſeat, ſoft, to refreſh the wearied 
© limbs of feeble age, when returning 
« from. the tabours of the day. — The 
ve nn of that ſon would 


1 uhoſs Gs wore « the caſt 
of grave auſterity, which this unwel- 
come obſervation had occaſioned, thus - 


* expreſſed 


150 J. 0 
expreſſed diſpleaſure. — Say, is it 
right, O Reuben, thus to diſturb 
« the F tranquility fo late 
1 reſtored ? — Why doſt thou form 
ideas ſo repugnant to my Pace * 
— A heavy figh, which painful re- 
collection urged, broke from his bo- 
ſom, and penſively he walked, in- 
dulging melancholy meditations. — 
« Oh! why, thou moſt revered, (ſaid 
tc the attentive Benjamin) why ſhould 
te gloomy retroſpection thus deſtroy 
te the calm which lately reigned within 
« thy breaſt ? Often have 1 
te predicted the happy reſtoration of 
« thy Joſeph. — Nor am I yet de- 
« prived of hope. — He who has mer- 
ce cifully heard your prayers, and given 
| | «© back 
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3 No Loy my 8 — Long have 
4 1 given up deluſwe hoper and 
ce every flattering ſuggeſtion that might 
« c ariſe in favour of my earneſt wiſhes. 
| 6 5s: Do not, I intreat thee, pain a 
« heart which yet tetains too ſtrong, a 
« ſenſe of paſt misfortune, to Poe 
« this trying converſation.” — 


cc Say, O ly fucker. did I ever in- 
ct troduce ought calculated to diſtreſs 


c thee? — Have I not endeavoured to 


« ſooth your pungent ſorrows ? — No, 
« never would I name a ſubject which 
© might arouſe ſenſations you would 
ce wiſh repreſſed.” — 
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Tove to the quiek by this myſ- 


terious language, Jacob gazed, wildly 


on his ſons, and ſhook with, appre- 


henfion. — With accents tremulous 
and faint, he ſaid, —— 


* SuppoR? me, O my children. 


c Support my tottering limbs. — The 
« conflict, raiſed by your obſcure ex- 
« preſſions, quite overwhelms me. 
« Ah! Benjamin,— Reuben, — relieve 
« your father. — What images paſs 
e through my mind? — Speak, Ben- 
te jamin, whyle life remains to . animate 
« this ſhattered body.” * * 


« Yrs (ſaid the faltering youth,) 


« God is our witneſs, — your ſon, the 
“ darling Joſeph, — is — 


«© WHAT, 
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c Wrar, ſaid the eager trembling 
6e fire, fay, — what of Joſeph ? —— 
4 Oh! ſpeak. — What wouldeſt thou 
te ſay of Joſeph?” —— 


ce JoskrR, (replied Benjamin, burſt- 
« ing into a flood of tenderneſs,) — is 
« yet alive. — The lord of Egypt is 
% your fon. — The governor of mighty 
" nations is our brother 1” — | — — 


tc JosErn alive! My fon! —— 
te my pyecious treaſure | — yet in be- 
ing l O God ! —it is impoſſible !” 
— Wich this apoſtrophe, ſcarce ar- 
ticulated, Iſrael fell ſenſeleſs againſt 
the terrified Judah, who, with arms ex- 
tended, received the venerable burthen. 
S Strong ſurpriſe had nearly ſhut up 


every 
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every avenue of life, while tenderly, the 
brethren gently. lad. him: beneath. the 


Ve 
ſhelter of a lofty PIPE, to all appearance 
a breathleſs corſe. = Reuben ſupported 
on his knee the drooping head, while f 
guſhing tears ran- from his eyes upon 85 
his father's pale contracted countenance, 4 
where death, in every line, ſeemed to ; 
proclaim his triumph. — Quick, from | 
a ſtream tranſlucent, Benjamin produced | 


the life-reſtoring fluid, which, caſt on 
the pallid face, ſlowly revived the 
ſtricken fire. — The diſſipated ſenſes 
imperfectly renewed their: offices, and 


— — — . - - - 
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terrogated 


Al with ſolicitude the affected family en- 
| | deavoured to reſtore his weakened 
ij ſpirits. — Jacob, who, yet retained but 
| | ; faint impreſſions of that intelligence 
| | 0 which had enervated him, thus: in- 
N 
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terrogated Benjamin, with e 
a voice and e looks — 


\ 55 1 


« 9 0 0 my child, hs viſion 15 
cc « poſſeſſed my fancy, painting, in all 
cc the flattering colours of hope aſſured, 
pf the certainty of Joſeph's ſafery ? ? 
Why did I wake from ſuch apleaſing 
60 dream! — Methought my ſons in- 


A 


« yoked high heaven to atteſt the 
“truth of what they ſolemnly de- 
cc clared, — Methought the tears in 


« torrents, ſtreamed down thy youthful 


© cheek, as evidences of what thou 
« didſt aver. — And ſee again the fal- 


c 


La) 


ling drops imply ſome hidden myſ- 
cc tery! 1 


No hidden myſtery, my father. — 
.*© Thou art not deceived. — No viſion 
« miſinformed 
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e mifinformed thee.— O! bear the 
« bleſt diſcovery with fortitude. 
« Thy Joſeph waits, impatient to ſx 
« Jute his parent, — Tes, beſt of men, 
« thou ſhalt behold his glory. — See 
« him, — inferior to none but Egypt's 
©& king, — blazing in all the magnif- 
re cence of the caſt. — His wiſdom pre- 


« eminent has raiſed him to the notice 
of the mighty Pharaoh. — Unlimited 
© power waits upon his will, and the 
ce rulers of cities are made ſubject to 
« him. — Much he wiſhes for thy pre- 


* 


« ſence; — much wiſhes to receive 


ce the paternal bleſſing.” —— a 52. 6; 


IncREDuLOus, — though all de- 
ſirous of c onviction,  Ifracl liſtened 0 
to the wonderous tale. His anxious 

e |  _ heart 


, rn Fr 
ee 
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heart ſuggeſted the moſt torturing 
doubts, the moſt perplexing in- 
quietude. — That Joſeph. ſhould 
eg have eſcaped the perils of the wilder- 
« neſs, the ſavage fangs of untamed 
< beaſts, and other difficulties attend- 
« ing ſuch a progreſs, and be mira- 
<« culouſly conveyed to Pharaoh's court; 
« that one ſo young, ſo unexperi-. 
«enced, ſhould ſudden riſe to envied 
©* honours and a monarch's favour ; — 
e were .improbabilities too certain to 
« be removed. — Nay, was not the 
< enſanguined garment a melancholy, 
« an indiſputable, token of his death? 
« Alas! (he ſaid, ) my ſons, did ye not 
bring me the mangled coat, all torn 
te and ſprinkled with the blood of the 
te innocent 2-— A direful proof the 
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« hapleſs lad was ſacrificed ? — Did 


« he dot thy ths miitftbes-oPMhowiaſr 
ec had rent in pieces my favoured child? 
« — Could ye behold a father in fuch 
diſtreſs (as then J ſuffefed) nor ſeek 
« to undeceive him? — Who ſtained 
« with human gore the teſtimony of a 
« parent's love? — Who brought the 


c 


A 


ct excruciating knowledge of Joſeph's 


ce death to my wounded ears? — Were 
ce not theſe eyes the mournful witneſſes 
of a Tight almoſt too horrid to be en- 


* 


L 
« dured? Was not the fatal ſtory 
« written in your countenances, where 
cc deep- felt miſery, in characters too 


iC 


legible to be miſtaken, made articu- 


oC 


* 


lation Un? 2 


j 


Ar theſe interrogatories, o — 
bly expreſſed, ſo aptly calculated to 
extort 
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extott che truth, each guilty check 
was mantled with the bluſh of ſhame. 
— In vain they ſtrove to obviate the 
obſtacles raiſed by an apprehenſive 
parent; — but, confuſed and ſilent, at- 
tended Jacob's pathetic addreſs, — 
With all that graceful confidence which 
innocence and affectionate duty inſpires, 
Benjamin applied himſelf to relieve his 
father's anxiety. — Hear me (he an- 
« fwered,) — behold the preſents ſent 
aby Pharach. — Let them atteſt the 
truth of what we have advanced. 
« Why ſhould fo great a king beſtow 
« ſuch valuable treafure on our family 2 
© — Why, with the liberal hand of 
* munificence, reward in us the faith- 
< ful ſervice of our brother ? — Does 
< not each generous gift corroborate 


© our 


ce our teſtimony? — Be comforted, my 
ce father. — Admit the cheerful gleams 
ce of hope to irradiate your doubting 
© mind. — Shut not your eyes to ſtrong 
cc conviction, — Baniſh every thought 
« that may create the ſmalleſt hindrance 
ve to your belief. — Now exerciſe that 
ce pure exalted faith, which proved a 
«- ſource of conſulation when the proſ- 
ce pect was moſt gloomy.” — 


« Aras! (my Benjamin,) thoſe pre- 


cc ſents may be offered as a compenſa- 
cc tion for the troubles brought upon 
ce my unoffending children, —' know 
ce the power of that high and holy One 


ce from whom firm faith derives its beſt 


< ſupport.— I know, and have experi- 
cc enced, that goodneſs which has given 


cc his 


<c 


60 
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« his ſervants leave to hope, when 
< every human help was vain. — But 
<« here, even faith and hope are inſuf- 
< ficient to convince me of impoſſibili- 
c ties. q | 


* 


Monk he had ſaid, but feeble nature, 
Maken with the powerful ſtroke, called 
for a neceſſary relatation. — The 
brethren ſaw a chilly tremor ſeize the 


exhauſted Jacob's weakened frame, and, 
with aſſiduous duty, bore him to the 
cottage, where, with the tendereſt care, 
they laid him on the humble couch. — 
Deep contemplation now occupied the 
patriarch's harraſſed thoughts. — Reſt- 


leſs awhile he wept. — Painful per- 
plexity confuſed him. — The thick- 
drawn cloud of incredulity prevented 

M the 
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the arrangement of his ideas, which, at 


that moment, reaſon's calm light could 


not diſperſe. — At length he vented 


the effuſions of a perturbed ſpirit to 


heaven, ſeeking for peace from whom 


. could be obtained. 


1 will implore thee, — O thou 
God ineffable, — with the moſt fer- 


cc vent ſincerity, IL will -implore thee, 


< 


ey 


« to calm this grief-worn mind, — 
<< Might a ſinful creature dare to ſup- 
ce plicate thy greatneſs, he would aſk 
ce that peace which thou haſt not de- 


4 


* 


nied the humble petitioner. — Should 


< this intelligence be real, which my 


* ſoul ſo greatly wiſhes, O give thy 


c ſervant power once more to ſalute 


cc that dear, that duteous ſon. 


'<© renovate 


O 


— . cy 
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« renovate this aged frame to bear the 
« .rapturous emotions attending ſuch a 
« ſcene, — Or ſhould (which yet 1 
« dread) thoſe hopes my children. 
ce have endeavoured to create prove 


ce abortive, give me that fortitude ne- 


© ceſſary to ſtand the expected ſhock, 
« and ſooth me with aſſurances of thy 


6“ grace,” 


A ſudden ray of light, darting with 


immortal radiance about his couch, 


dazzled the amazed Jacob, and ſtopped 


his holy ejaculation. — Soon as the 
glory was ſettled, which attended 


the firſt appearance, Iſrael beheld a 
being that thrilled his ſoul. — The 
countenance of this celeſtial viſitant was 
ilumined with majeſty inexpreſſible.— 

" M2 A 
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A ſnowy beard deſcended o'er his 
breaſt, — The ſerenity of heaven ſhone 
in his eyes, which ſparkled with attem- 
pered radiance, and his whole form in- 
dicated what we may ſuppoſe of ex- 
treme age, when releaſed from the in- 
cumbrances of mortality. — Through all 
theſe advantages Jacob diſcerned his 
father Iſaac! — Aſtoniſhed, — yet at- 
fected with the ſweeteſt ſenſations, 
he viewed the venerable figure, — and 
thoſe tears of parental love, which 
fell for Joſeph, now gave way to the 
ſoft drops of filial duty. — Motioning 
to claſp the intereſting object, he found 
his error, while, in accents harmonious, 
this meſſenger from above addreſſed 
him — 


Ta 
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To thee, thou tried and patient in 
« affliction, the great Jehovah ſends. 
« conſolation. — Thy praiſes his glo- 
« rious Divinity accepts, and grants thy 
« ardent petitions. — Pleaſed, with 
© thy ſteady piety and unremitting ſub- 
«© miſſion, the all-wiſe Creator reſtores, 
« thy Joſeph. — Believe thy ſons. — 
« He is yet alive. — In Egypt ſhalt 
« thow behold the treaſure of thine 
eyes. — Haſten, O Jacob, to the 
« diſtant land. — Impatient to ſalute 
te thee, at Goſhen thou ſhalt embrace 
e thy ſoul's darling. — Protected by 
* the Almighty, thou art equally ſafe 
from raging famine and the dangers. 
© attending ſuch a tedious progreſs. — 
“ Happineſs awaits thee, O Ifſracl. — 
© Retardot thy journey. 

» M3 As 


- 4.005. W329 , 4 Ae HUE GRE. oo. TT CEA Ou ARE AIR 1 


— 


— 

r my _ 

_—— a * 1 8 
1 T — 

a —_ 


bb ——- ” cat ca £fAY —_ 


rr 
— > - 
— — 
— 5 — 


—— — 4 


— 


a hit tn 


. 
— — 


"es is — 22 . — — 2 


—— — — — — — 
— 


K - 2 


< — — — — — — — — - - n 
— 
— — —— — —ẽ — — ð ·˙*oVn. — — — — 
—— 5 
p __ S R 2 
— 


—— — 


fb - 


2 — 
- 


— m - 


{= 


166 T0 SEP 8, 


As ſome o'er-wearied traveller, who 
had ſojourned in the fandy wilds, per- 
plexed with difficulties, ſurrounded by 
dangers, and exhauſted by fatigue, at fall 


of eve reaches the borders of an ample 


river, the velvet bank emboffed with 
flowers ſpontaneous, receives his toil- 


worn limbs, pleaſed with the grateful 
change, ſupine he ſinks beneath umbra- 


geous trees, amidſt whoſe foliage the 
bird of night breathes, in melancholy 
notes, delicious harmony. — Though 
ſleep, induced by ſtern fatigue, benumbs 
his faculties, yet is not loſt the warbling 


of the charming ſerenader. — The 


lengthened ftream of muſic, which 


echoes through the air, invades his ear, 


and, with delightful interruption, breaks 
his calm repoſe, — He attends, with 


tranſport 
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tranſport only to be felt. — The vari- 
ous tones, in powerful ſwellings, riſe 
diſtant and clear, or, ſinking into melt- 
ing ſoftneſs, captivate the languid 
traveller ; till, frightened by ſome ſud- 
den noiſe, the little ſongſter flies to a 
diſtant buſh, and there renews the in- 
termitted tale of diſappointed love. — 


Yet ſtill does the attentive liſtener 


ſtrive to catch the dying ſounds ; ſtill 
does the mellifluous ſweetneſs thrill his 
raptured ſenſe; and ſtill (though but in 
fancy) he enjoys the ſoothing war- 


blings. 


Wirz equal wonder and delight ſu- 
perior, the patriarch attended to the 
harbinger of peace and joy. — 
The words of grace, which ſounded 
more enchanting than the ſong of nu- 
| " FER merous 
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merous birds conjoined, yet vibrated 
on the happy Iſrael's ear. — Aided by 
recollection, he felt the energy of that 
important information, with faith 
increaſed and livelieſt hope; — and 
meditated on the bleſſed proſpect with | 
exceſſive tranſport. — The earneſt | 
iff | wiſhes of his ſoul were near accom- 

pliſhed. — Diſtruſt no longer racked 

his breaſt with conflicting pains. — The 
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*nerring teſtimony of an etherial being 
calmed thoſe fears which long had 
if proved the diſturbers of his peace, and 
|" nought eſcaped him but the effuſions 
| - _ of a thankful ſpirit. — © Yes, (he arti- 
I cc culated,) I ſhall again behold him. 
« — An angel, commiſſioned by the 
| cc Moſt-High, has baniſhed every ſuſ- 
| ce picious thought, and worked con- 


« viction 
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« yiction in thy father's heart,” — This 
ſhort apoſtrophe to Benjamin, who 
piouſly had watc hed the broken ſlum- 
bers of his parent, gave to that duteous 
youth pleaſure ſupreme, and, in the tone 


ol happineſs, he communicated the bleſt 
intelligence to his brothers. 


Swrzr peace and animating hope 
now brightened the decaying features, 
and beamed with faded luſtre in the 
eyes of Jacob. — Alert he moved, and 
felt the indeſcribable effect of well- 
grounded felicity pervading every 
weakened power and bracing his de- 
bilitated frame. — Thoſe ſcenes which 
had o'erwhelmed his ſoul with pun- 
gent ſorrow, he now contemplated with 
lweet ſerenity, The bower again re- 
ceived 
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ceived his aged limbs, — Again, at 
early dawn, he trod the open plain, or 
on the moſly ſeat repoſed. — (Thovgh 
'twas in vain he ſought the cooling 
zephyrs, which, ſuperceded by the 
fcorching blaſts, no longer wafted 
o'er the dewleſs earth their cheer- 
ing influence.) — That ſhade, whoſe 
gloom late ſtruck pernicious damp, 
now with. its former ſweetneſs ſeemed 
to charm his ſenſe. — The gales no 
longer ſounded in mournful accents 
amid the trees, or. ruſhed terrific 
through. the openings of ſtupendous 
hills, but, by the force of pleaſed imagi- 
nation, waved the trembling leaves; 
the tawny ground, parched and em- 
browned by ſummer's torrid blaze, (in 
Jacob's eye,) almoſt renewed its ver- 

1 dant 
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dant tints. — All nature took a brighter 


colour from the late diſcovery. — 


Wurx horrid images aſſail the 


darkened mind; — when, through the 


medium of pining grief, we view the 
buſy ſcenes of life; when meagre care, 
corroding trouble, or fearful expectation 
of ſome direful calamity, poſſeſſes our 
thinking faculties ; how gloomy ſhows 
the proſpect which tormenting ideas 
throw a ſickening hue upon! — The 
clear cerulean light diſguſts the viſual 
nerve ; the vocal harmony of woods 
and groves diſturbs our melancholy 
meditation ; and all the beauty which 
this world diſplays through every order 
of created beings ſeems, in the day of 
miſery, a rude disjointed maſs of mat- 


ter. — 
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ter. — But, when the ſoul of happineſs 
looks though the bright perceptive 
organ, each object ſhines with double 
luſtre. — Soft melting muſic, from or 
buſh or tree, delightsthe ear. — Pleaſed, 
we obſerve the lovely concord which 
unites this vaſt creation in one great 
chain. — Pleaſed, we examine the curi- 
ous proportion of each link, which 


makes a part of the amazing whole. — 


Then mild philoſophy exerts her 
power to heighten our enjoyments, and 
make even bliſs more perfect. > > 


true it is, —the harſh difcordant touch 


of wretchedneſs, — op rapturous emo- 
tion of heart-thrilling joy, — gives 
beauty or deformity to all that can de- 
light the fenſes or diſguſt, ———_ 
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Tuus ſituated, devout eulogiums 
and awful admiration would burſt ſpon- 
taneous from the patriarch's lips. — 
God of all power, immaculate divi- 
« nity, how ſhall a feeble creature 
« ſpeak thy praiſe ? or how expreſs, in 
<« terms exalted as ſincere, his grateful 
ee ſenſe of thy immeaſurable bounty? 
« — No tears but thoſe of triumph 
« dim theſe eyes. — No «ſighs but 
cc thoſe of high-wrought expectation 
ce heave my joy-oppreſſed boſom ! — 
« This bower, — whoſe ſhade impervi- 
© ous proves a kind refreſhing ſhelter 


c 


A 


from all-conquering heat or ſearching 
© winds, — this bower ſhall again re- 
e ceive a happy father. — Welcome, 
e thou happy retreat, — beneath your 
* leafy covering, oft' have I mourned, 


cc in 
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in bitterneſs of grief, his loſs who 
raiſed the cool receſs. — Withdrawn 
from ſweet affection's ſcrutiniſing 
eye, and ſhaded by your umbrage- 
ous canopy, proſtrate before the God 
of clemency, my ſoul deplored his 
abſence whom I then conſidered as 


numbered with the duſt. — And 


ſhall I not, now that uncer- 
tainty is baniſhed, — ſhall I zo, 
with equal fervour, praiſe that ſole 
ſupreme, whoſe omnipreſence fills 
the vaſt expanſe, diffuſing wide his 
operations through yon ſurrounding 
heavens and all created ſpace ; — 
whoſe pity lends an equal ear 
to plaints diſtreſsful or exulting 
adoration ; — whoſe tenderneſs be- 
nign to human miſery reſtores unex- 

«c pected 


cc 


cc 
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ce pected happineſs. — Ye long-drawn 
« echoes, reverberate hispraiſe! Ye aw- 
« ful thunders, whether heard: diſtant, 
« or, with ſudden craſh, appalling the 
« the aſtoniſhed world, proclaim his 
« might tremendous ! — Lightnings, 
e whoſe inſtantaneous power levels the 
'« mightieſt cedar, or, with ſulphureous 
« ,yapour,: blights the tender herbage ; 
« — clouds, filled with genial moiſture ; 
— dews and ſhowers prolific, ſatu- 
« rating earth; — fleecy deſcending 
« ſnows and ſonorous hail ; — join 


* 


cc 


cc in the raptured chorus! — Fountain 


ce of light, — etherial eſſence, — whoſe 
ce glowing beams ſtrike to the centre 
c of this ſolid earth; whoſe influence 
cheers the uncultivated deſart, forcing 


into exiſtence plants, herbs, and 


cc 


flowers, 
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ec flowers, and penetrates ' below the 
« depths of vegetation, decking the 
ce unpoliſhed gem with rich variety 
< of colour, whoſe rays from thee de- 
« quce their brightneſs, — ye dazzling 
<« luminaries of night, that dart efful- 
gent luſtre, whether pre-eminent ye 
ce brilliant ſhine, or in the galaxy 
cc thick-ſown pour forth reſplendent 
« beams, ſing his praiſe. — Innume- 
<< rous animals, whoſe gratitude inſtinc- 


ce tive pays unceaſing tribute, or in 
e melodious lays or rearings diſſonant; 
« — inanimate beings, whoſe ſpontane- 
te ous birth, by limpid ſtream, in culti- 
te vated gardens, or o'erſpreading 
« mountain of enormous bulk, ſpeak 


ce fair traces of Omnipotence ; with me 
«« proclaim his praiſe to whom ye owe 
creation... Tus 
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Tnvs did this pious patriarch offer 
his. fervent acknowledgement to that 
God who had graciouſly complied with 
his earneſt requeſt. — The incenſe of 
gratitude aſcended to the immortal 
throne, and proved an acceptable ſacri- 


fice to the Almighty, while the an- - 


gelic choir, in jubilant ſtrains, recorded 
the tender mercies of the great I AM, 
and celebrated the piety of the holy one 
of Iſrael, —— 
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\HE land of Canaan now wore a 

melancholy aſpect. — Cadaverous. 
| ſickneſs, added to the ſcarcity, preſented 
ſcenes of terror and deſolation. — In- 
creaſing famine ſpread around its ſterile 
influence, raging with untamed ven- 
geance through a devoted country. — 
Jacob, whoſe humanity was equalled 
only by his faith, beheld, with tender 
commiſeration, a numerous people 
draoping beneath the joint effects of 
. meagre want and peſtilential ravage, 
and from hislate-acquiredſtores relieved, 
with generous munificence, the ſuffering 


Canaanites. 
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Canaanites. — His well-timed libe- 
rality illumed the joy-bright eye, whoſe 
ſunken, orb evinced the fatal power of 
approaching, death. — Already, in the 
deſerted paſtures, the ſavage tyrant pro- 
claimed his conqueſt, threatening a lin- 
gering diſſolution to an unhappy. nation. 
— From the effects of Jacob's bounty, 
the pale dejected countenance wore a, 
tranſient fluſh, which kindled through, 
the livid cheek. — The quivering lip, 
in heart-drawn periods, ſpake a lively 
ſenſe of this unexpected plenty, while 
the thankful tear atteſted thoſe ſenſations. 
they experienced, when bleſt with 
that relief which became not only ne- 
ceſſary to convenience but even to the 
prolongation of their lives — 


N 2 
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O charity, thou nobleſt of attributes! 
virtue moſt precious! — Thy power 
immenſe. hides multitudes of -fins1 — 
Thy fpotleſs garments envelope thoſe 
defects which in the hardened: offender 
(who feels not thy delightful influence) 
look moſt foul ! Thou art the glory of 
the enlightened age! — the ornament 
and mollifier of the heathen ſyſtem ! — 
Thy fair affiſtance 'is not confined to 
wants pecuniary. — The zealouſly-de- 
fended character alike enjoys thy 
heavenly protection, bright offspring 
of immortal love! 


Oxx trial more remained for Jacob's 
patience, ere his fond wiſhes could be 
fully gratified. — The tedious plains, 
vaſt overhanging woods, and precipices 
a huge, 


— — —— — — — 
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kuge, muſt be explored, ere Egypt's 
ſtately palaces could gladden the fond 
father's eye. — But theſe difficulties, as 
far as human prefcience could operate, 
were by Joſeph's care removed. He, 
mindful of his parent's: feebleneſs, had 
provided each accammadation fitted to 


leſſen the inconvenience attending ſuch | 


a journey. — The brethren. now, with 
glad impatience, faught to accelerate 
the departure of Iſrael and the nume- 
rous families who meant, encouraged 


by the invitation of their generous re- 


lative, to ſettle in the Egyptian land. — 
Slow, they well knew, muſt be their 
progreſs over ſtupendous heights, along 
the ſultry paths walled in by thoſe exu- 


berances, or labouring through the deep- 
formed beds of treacherous ſand ; for, 
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with the' Mighteſt breeze, inndmerom 
particles ariſe, and in thick clouds in- 
volve the adventurous merchants, laden 
with | India's © choiceſt «treaſures, — 
Through a lone wilderneſs, -obfcure 
and wild, their paſſage lay, where gloom 
impenetrable invites the roaming wol, 
fierce tyger, and majeſtic lion, to the 
dark receſs. — Though awed by the 
dim. light pervading through the trees, 
ſtill from the caverns iſſued dreadful 
Jounds, with foreboding clamour, as 
though deploring the inſtinctive terror 
which confine, againſt their. will, the 
untamed- ſavages within their lonely 
.dens. — There too, pernicious reptiles, 


winding amongſt the rank entan- 


gled graſs, or. gliding. with dire ſpeed, 
ſilent as fatal, along the ſmoother 
path, 


path, beſpeak the utmoſt care of paſ- 
ſengers, to ſhun. — Nor muſt che em- 
poiſoned dart unnoticed paſs, whoſe 
noxious venom (from the bending 
boughs) proves to the death-devoted 
victim ſwift and ſure deſtruction. — 
Theſe dangers, though of little conſe- 
quence, when ſtrength, vigour, and 
alertneſs, offered a probable protection, 
yet appeared moſt formidable when con- 
ſidered as ſurrounding tender infancy, 
weak helpleſs matrons, and enfeebled 
age. — For all muſt take a ſhare of the 
inevitable hardſhips. — To obviate 
theſe objections, each expedient was 
reduced to practice which could facili- 
tate the arduous undertaking. —Conve- 
nient vehicles, ſtrong guards, and every 
refreſhment neceſſary to renovate the 
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human ſyſtem, toiling beneath the ſer- 


vid ſun, or travelling over vaſt accliyi- 
ities, were ſpeedily prepared. 


Tax tar of evening, 8 by 
che abſence of the day's bright orb, 
poured forth unuſual luſtre. — The 
ſky was ſpangled thick with conſtel- 


lations, whoſe trembling radiance re- 


ceived increaſing ſplendor from the 
pure cerulean ground they ornamented, 
— When Jacob, aſſembling his poſte- 
rity, in ſolemn prayer addreſſed the 
Almighty, beſeeching his protection 
during their intended emigration, — 
« Behold, (he ſaid,) O God propitious, 
te behold the offspring of thy favoured 
ce ſervant. -— With them, an aged fa- 
-<* ther, under thy heavenly auſpices, 
| © means 


* 
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« means. to encounter difficulty and 
« danger. — Protect us, Lord maſt 
ce mighty, and conduct us to the land 
« where famine, with her traia of evils, 
ce has loſt her baneful power. — Patient 
« in troubles, may we ſtill rely, with 
« unabating fortitude, upon thy 
« mercy ; perfect ſecurity to thoſe 
«© whoreſt upon the ſtrong fupport) — 
« Guide us in fafety to my ſon, in 
cc whoſe loved prefence thou haſt pro- 
cc miſed his parent ſhall rejoice.” —— 


In theſe devout oraiſons, all joined 
the pious Iſrael. — Nor was the lowing 
herd or lamb unblemiſhed forgotten. hs 
Bleeding, they fell beneath the ſacrifi- 
cer's knife, who piled them on the 
imoaking altars, from ' whence choice 
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odoriferbus perfumes wafted their ſcents, 


in fleecy volumes, through the calm 
atmoſphere. — In theſe holy oblations 


all nature ſeemed to be. intereſted. — 


Not a breath of wind diſturbed the glaſly 


ſurface of the ſhallow ſtream, or agitated, 
with unwelcome ruſtlings, the almoſt 
ſapleſs leaf. — The gloomy bird of 
night forgot her melancholy ſhriek ; — 
the muſic of the plaintive nightingale 
was ſilenced; and all was perfect ſtill- 
neſs. — In this ſerene moment, Jacob 
felt the promiſe of the immortal meſſen- 
ger renewed. — Cheerful he aſſiſted in 


the duties of religion, and, with the 


moſt devout ſincerity, again addreſſed 
his God, concluding all with ardent 
praiſes of that ſource of comfort, the 
great JEHOVAn ! — Thus prepared, thus 
ee hats fraught 
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fraught with heaven's choiceſt bleſſing, 
they left the Canaanniſh land. — The 
gentle Zaphna, fearleſs of danger, ac- 


companiedherBenjamin, and Eliel, un- 
able to ſupport the abſence of his daugh- 
ter, Joined the numerous family, —— 


ToctTHER then they journeyed, 
taking advantage of the nocturnal 
ſhades, which yet prevailed. — Be- 
neath the welcome gloom they travelled 
and found ſweet reſpite from the power- 
ful heat. — But ſoon the harbinger of 
of day unveiled the face of heaven, — 
Paſſing along the- ruined country, Ja- 
cob beheld, with deep-felt melancholy, 
and all the force of generous participa- 
tion, the cruel havoc of the encroaching 
foe, whoſe vengeance now began to 
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prey on all created beings. — The dews 


of heaven no longer lent their life. 


reſtoring powers to raiſe a temporary 
ſupport for miſery. — The opening day 
no more beheld the humid exhalations. 
— Ihe thirſty earth (whoſe wide-rent 
fiſſures almoſt diſcloſed her broad foun- 
dations) denied her balmy moiſture. — 
Dried up was every flowing ſpring ; and 
every flower and plant, . deprived of 
their rich Juices, fell victims to the 


7 
parching heat. — Shocking appear- 


pearance this to thoſe nations that faw 
before them nought but the ſtrongeſt 
indications of thirſt inſatiable and 


raging hunger — 


« Aras! (faid Napthali,) how dif- 
« ferent appears the face of things, 
« ſince 
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« ſince this dire enemy has made 
«- his fatal inroads! — The ſhepherds, 
«liſtleſs and emaciated, no longer, 
« -with the ſprightly voice of cheerful- 
« neſs, ſummon their bleating flocks 
« to taſte the verdurous paſtures. — 
«- Their helpleſs charge has fallen a ſa- 
« crifice to nature's wants, No lowing 


« herds aſſemble near the rural cottage, 
« impatient to preſent the wholeſome 


« beverage, a rich reward for their 
« kind maſter's care! — 


J ſee, indeed, (replied Reuben, 
« ſighing deeply,) I fee the eviyl con- 
« ſequence of great heaven's anger in- 
e creaſing daily. — The wide and de- 
e ſolate ſcenes around declare the de- 
<< vaſtation . by unerring pro- 
evidence! 
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« vidence! — Some caufe-unknown ex- 
* acts the juſt ſeverity Almighty God in- 


C flicts. — Since laſt we journeyed: o'er 


te this barren plain, the traces of a 
growing ſcarcity are till more 
« ſtrongly marked! — Yon cedars, at 
the entrance of the. valley, which 
c lately proved a pleaſing ſhelter, 
« ſtand naked and forlorn. — Their 
ce leaves either hang tremulous, ready 
ce to fall with every gentle breeze, or 
« lie in heaps. beneath the drooping 


c trees.” 


\ 


« Most certain, (ſaid the pitying 
cc patriarch,) the vengeful terrors of 
the Lord hang o'er this wretched 
« land. — My heart ſeverely feels the 
« keen diſtreſſes of a hapleſs people; 


6C. — When 


* 
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« When Egypt can no longer ſup- 
« ply their fierce neceſſities, where 
« ſhall they ſeek -proviſion? — All 
« muſt, I fear, endure the lingering 
« approach of certain death. — Infan- 
« tine tenderneſs, miſerable mothers> 
« declining age, nay, nervous man- 
« hood, his ſavage tyranny muſt over- 


« come, unleſs compaſſionating good- 
« neſs ſhall ſpeedily reverſe the ſen- 
te tence.— 


Tuis ſolemn converſation was inter- 
rupted by an approaching tempeſt. — 
A hollow wind came ſweeping. o'er the 
plains, driving the ſands in mounting 
heaps within its fatal courſe, — An 
awful cloud, impregnated with ſulphur, 
lowly, drew. its fable curtain beneath 
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the darkened ſky, — from whoſe dread 
boſom iſſued forked lightnings, and 
loud reverberating thunders. — The 
difmal gloom received addition from 
il the cloſing evening. — Sad proſpect for 
1:1 the ancient traveller! — Patient, he 
{ | proceeded, amid the dire commotion, 


encouraged by the ſacred promiſes of 
heavel, and animated by the comfort- 
able hope that ſoon his toils would 
end in tranquil eaſe and joyful gra- 
tulations, 


"4 


BzsszD effect of unremitting faith 
and ſure dependence on. the great firſt 
caufe, whoſe power enabled Iſrael to 
bear the horrors of conflicting ele- 
ments, — enfeebled age, — and eager 


expectation! Arriving at the foot of 
2 
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« tremendous mountain, ' gladly they 
pitched their tents. - The overhanging 
precipices promiſed . a ſhelter to the 
weary Ifraclites. Along the ſide of an 
umbrageous rock, vaſt trees projected, 
which, from their horizontal inclination, 
wayed o'er the ſteep, ſtrained by the 
boiſterous winds, that ſhook theſe ſtate- 
ly natives of the wild receſs. — Penſive 
the Hebrews watched, involved in dread- 
ful darkneſs, which received no inter- 
ruption but from the vivid flaſhes burſt- 
ing through the impending clouds; — 
(the rude effects of the dire tempeſt 
preventing artificial light.) — Silent 
they fat, furrounded by the noiſe of 
monſters, whoſe diſcordant howlings 
echoed from rock to rock. The un- 
interrupted craſſi of thunders diſſonant; 
| O —the 
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— the tempeſtuous roar that ſhook each 
buſh and mighty cedar; — conjoined 
with the horrid din ; — ſtruck death-like 


terror to the affrighted families.—Ama- 


zed and ſhocked, the tender infants 
clung to the knees maternal, while the 
apprehenſive matrons ſought. protection 
from their ſympathiſing huſbands. The 
reverend Jacob felt for his children, 
and thus addreſſed them on the ſubject 
of their fears. 


_ © Trovcn thunders ſhake this vaſt 
ce terreſtrial ſphere ; — though lighten- 
cc ings dazzle, with perniciops glare, the 
© viſual orb; — though winds ruſh o'er 
« the barren plain, along the ſandy 
deſart, or, with fierce rage, cruſh the 
lender ſtem and tear up the roots 
« of 


cc 
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. of antient trees from their founda- 
« tions; — though black portentous 
« darkneſs, in pitchy volumes, ſhroud 
cc the earth; — yet, O my children, yet 
« are we ſecure, whoſe ſtrong reliance 
« on the God of truth enables us to 
ce ſtand againſt the tumults of this night. 
« — Short time will end this jarring 
« conteſt or abate its force. The morn- 


s 
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ing light will ſoon allay your fears. — 
Think you almighty goodneſs com- 
« mands your parent from his lowly 
c cottage to periſh here? — Think you 
« our foetſteps are not guided by that 
« glorious majeſty ? — What evils has 
ce he not alleviated? His cheering 
« promiſe has totally wiped off the tear 
*« of miſery that hung upon your father's 
- © cheek. His gracious condeſcenſion 
O 2 « ſent 


* 
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<< ſent the word of peace to comfort my 
e deſponding heart. And wherefore 
« ſent it? Not to invite us from the 
<< promiſed land to periſh in the ſandy 
ce plain or dreary wilderneſs. — Not to 
«« delight a tender parent with the hope 
<< of a tranſporting meeting, only to 
<< make the diſappointment more excru- 
cc ciating. — Not to allure theſe fami- 
lies from their home, to fall the vic- 
ce tims of dread ſtorms. — Famine, in 
c Canaan, might have blighted theſe 


* youthful bloſſoms ; keen want might 


there have cut off age and manly 
«« ſtrength, without the intervention of 
40 unruly elements. — Reſt your ſecu- 
c xity on bim who can and vill protect 
«« you from theſe dangers. Rely on him 
* whoſe word is all-ſufficient to con- 


« vince 


— 
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« vince, — whoſe power is equal to his 


« will.” 


THz matrons felt their fears removed 
by this encouragement, which calmed 
their ſpirits, and induced new hope in 
every boſom, — New ſtreams of orient 
light, ſtruggling amid the low-hung 
clouds, fpread through the Eaſt the 
crimſon glow of welcome day, which, 
ſtrengthening every moment, diſcovered 
the extenſive landſcape. Joyful the 


Hebrews hailed the long-wiſhed fight, 


and piouſly acknowledged that exalted 
mercy which had preſerved them through. 
the gloomy night. — The heavenly lu- 
minary, diffuſing o'er the earth his. 
cheerful beams, ſcattered the vapours of 


the middle air, — With looks of pity 


O 3 the 


: 
* * 
: 
* 
* 
17 
* 
19 4 
Tk 
: 
' 

.\* 
14 \ 
61 

þ : 
: 
15 
* * 
g 1 
NN 
” 1. 
FA 
18 
'” 
4 
45 
7 * 
1 
1 I 
* 
1 
1 
„ 
5 
1 F 
. 
+F 
i4 4 
171 
9 
1 
it 
F. l 
3 
* 
we ? 
'T 1 
'F wh 
Lo 
: 
: : 
: 
: A 
72 
7 
© { 
: i 
1 
49 
#1 l 
+ 43 : 
: on : 
48 1 
, * 
* * : 
' S%# 
t EY 
US | 
« 
„ 4 
3 $ 
* 
417 
1 
© l : 
1.7 
- - 
: * 
[ 4. 
8 
- 
| 5 


J 
g 


—— — | — — — 
1 ˙ WR KITE. 


198 JOSEPH. 

the travellers beheld the ſhocking de- 
vaſtation occaſioned by the arial tem- 
peſt. — All nature ſeemed affected. — 
Stretching acroſs their devious. path, 
theo'erturned trees reclined. A melan- 
choly proof of waſting blaſts or inſtan- 
taneous lightenings. — The wandering 
tenants of the ruined habitations in ſim- 


ple plaints declared the ſad calamity that 
had deprived them of a comfortable pro- 


tection, which, till the preceding night, 


the ſhattered grove had yet afforded. 


Now love parental induced the vene- 
rable fire to detach a willing meſſenger 
to Joſeph, with notice of his near ap- 
proach. — Judah, whoſe wiſhes far out- 
ran their ſpeed, aſked of his parent 
permiſſion 40 haften to Memphis. — 


Certain 
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« Certain, (he ſaid,) our brother will 
« endeavour to leſſen the tedious dif- f | 
« tance that intervenes between him | 
« and us. Free from the incumbrance 
* this numerous company, moun- . 
« tainous path nor ſunny plain ſhall in- 
e tercept my ſpeed. Fraught with the 
« hope of bringing that dear ſtranger to 


« your arms, no proſpe& of fatigue 
<« ſhall prevent my haſte.” 


« VES, go, my ſon; tell Joſeph his \ 
&« father waits his wiſhed arrival in 
« Goſhen. — Impatient to embrace 1 
cc him and his little-ones, there will we [ 
“ ſojourn, leſt our number prove a cauſe 


of diſcontent to that great king whoſe 


<« liberality we fo largely have expe- it 
« rienced. Ungenerous is the mind 1 
O 4 hs that q 
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« that wiſhes to impoſe on ſuch bene. 
« yolence. — Small importunity, 1 
« deem, will be ſufficient to haſten the 
« departure of my ſoul's beloved.” — 
With-eager ſpeed Judah ſet forward to 
execute the glad commiſſion, leaving 
the travellers at leiſure to explore the 
toilſome way. 


Joszyn, whoſe filial tenderneſs anti- 8 
cipated the meeting on which his hap- ks 
pineſs ſo much depended, began to 
doubt the poſſibility of Jacob's bearing 
the fatigues of ſuch a journey, His i 
years, — his increaſing infirmities, — b 
ſeemed to declare the proſecution of the 
undertaking highly dangerous. — The 
gentle Aſenath, with healing words, at- A 
tempted to relieve the anxiety, and calm t 

| thoſe. 
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thoſe fears which pained the mind 
of Joſeph. Oh why muſt cruel 
« apprehenſion lengthen the heavy 
« moments and torment. thy bofom ? 
« Why does foreboded evil oppreſs thy 
« ſpirit ? — Fear not, my huſband ; all 
« will be well. — Allow for thoſe dif- 
« ficulties which may impede the haſte 
« of age decrepid and tender children; 
« difficulties unknown to manly 
« ſtrength,” —— 


Monk ſhe had ſaid, when, with glad 
interruption, Judah preſented himſelf 
before them. — Awed by the graceful 
dignity which diſtinguiſhed this noble 
pair, he bowed reſpe&ful.—Tranſported 
at his preſence, Joſeph articulated haſ- 
tily, = © Where is the reverend Jacob? 

«© Oh 
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« Oh! fay, my brother, where have 
« you left him?“ —— © Fearful (ſaid 
« Judah) our number might prove a 
« ſource of inconvenience to the migh- 
40 ty Pharaoh, he ſends me from the 
« land of Goſhen. — Go, he ſaid; 
© haſten to Joſeph. ' Tell him, his pa- 
« rent waits his wiſhed arrival.” — To 
know his father was fo near, to know he 
had eſcaped the perils of the wilderneſs, 
arouſed the feelings of - this duteous 


ſon, and tears of joy adorned his man- 


ly face. 


* Yes, we will go. — 
'« My little- ones, — my Aſenath, — ſhall 
« meet, in Goſhen, this loved parent. 


. 


La) 


Soon fhall our children receive the 


'c 


* 


ardent bleſſing of their great proge- 
« nitor, Soon ſhall my faithful wife 
cc rejoice 
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« rejoice in his embrace. — The riſing 
« day ſhall witneſs our departure.” 


Tux ſhades of night induced the hap- 
py Joſeph and his conſort, accompanied 
by their fraternal viſitant, to ſeek the ex- 
tenſive garden adjoining to the palace, — 
for ſleep they wiſhed not. Converſing 
on paſt events and future proſpects, Ju- 
dah expreſſed a ſtrong deſire to know his 
brother's ſentiments, after his departure 
© Wherefore 
« (ſaid Joſeph) ſhould we mingle with 
e congratulation the forrows of a 
« wretched captive? — Your feelings 
« may eaſily ſuggeſt the tears I ſhed, 
« the ſighs, the groans, the exclama- 
« tions, I vented, when forſaken by 
« the unkind diſpoſers of my fate.” — 

15 His 


with the merchants. 
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His brother anſwered, © Alas! though, 
« by ſubmitting partly to their cruel 
c ſchemes, we were the wicked partners 


ce of their guilt, yet Reuben and myſelf 


« pathetically remonſtrated againſt a 


« fratricide ſo horrid. But ſay, did not 


<« reſentment urge the bittereſt invec- 
« tives againſtthe unnatural criminals?” 


« An! no.—l felt, indeed, but 'twas 
ce the pangs of diſappointed duty and 
« affection. In vain I looked behind 
te for thoſe who. had expoſed my tender 
« youth to ſuch diſtreſs. In vain my 


cc aching ſight was fixed upon their gar- 


« ments, fluttering in the wind. Soon 


ce their unfriendly ſpeed deprived me of 


« that tranſient conſolation, In vain I 


« ſought, by every affecting motive, to 


« move 
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cc move the purchaſers of innocenee to 
cc emancipate a faultleſs victim. Ruth- 
cc leſs and fierce, they dragged me from 
« my native land, loading my ſhoulders 
< with the heavieſt burdens, and thus 
« conyeyed me to the Egyptian territo- 
« ries. — But fee, the marks of deep 
* concern fit on the brows of my ſweet 
« love. Let me not check the ſong of 
« rapture by a ſtory which is calculated 
« to fix melancholy impreſſions. Let 
« me not recount thoſe ſufferings thro” 
* which I have been imperceptibly led 
« to this hour of delight. — The ſweet- 
< toned lute ſhall breathe, in notes of 
« extaſy, the Immortal's praiſe. My 
« Aſenath, in ſtrains mellifluous, ſhall 
join the hymn deyout.”” — Seating 
themſelves within a ſtately arbour, that 
owed 
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owed its verdure to the efforts of art, 
they thus began. | 
In the deep filence of the night, 
cc ſurrounded by the mountain's awful 
cc ſhade, while every created being ſinks 
cc to reſt, or ſeeks, like us, the ſolitary 
cc hour, with hearts devout, we will 
tc adore-the Author of our preſent hap- 
ce pineſs. — Huſhed be the boiſterous 
« pales. — Cloſe pent within the ſpaci- 
© ous cavern, let not your wild com- 
c motion interrupt the ſolemn offering. 
© — Reſponſive echo, catch the choral 
ce gratulation; from hill to hill convey 
ce the praiſes of Omnipotence. — Oh 
ci great completion of a promiſe fraught 
e with ſuch benignity! O bleſſed re- 
< ſtoration of domeſtic bliſs ! Eternal 


c glory 
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« glory be thy due, whoſe wonderous 
e mercies ſwell the grateful breaſt, and 


<« urge the tuneful ſong ! — Father of 
« love, Source of perfection, to thee. 


« we bend. Thy praiſe we ſing. Ac- 
« cept the faint imperfect tribute from 
« the lips of feeble mortals. Our ſup- 
« plications thou diſdainedſt not. — 


« Thy tender compaſſion has removed 


e our grief. — O look with compla- 
« cency upon this humble oblation of 
“ unfeigned praiſe! — Tis all we can! 


« — Thepure and holy flame that burns 


within, and ſtruggles for articulation, 
<« will compenſate for liberal ſpeech, 


« and in mute eloquence expreſs our 
<« ardent adoration.” 
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Tux firſt impreſſions of the lucid 
dawn, which ſtreaked with a ſoft light 
the ſmiling ſky, interrupted the pious 
worſhippers. — With princely grandeur 
Joſeph ſet forth on the bleſſed errand, — 
Delight was painted in his gracious aſ- 
pect, mixt with impatience, wiſhing to 


annihilate thoſe hours which muſt roll 


on, ere he could embrace a beloved 
father. Swiftly they travelled through 
the lengthened day, nor did the ap- 
proaching night retard their journey, till 
the ſetting moon withdrew her uſeful 
beams, ſinking beneath the horizon. — 
Her gentle luſtre had well ſupplied the 
abſence of the burning ſun.—Returning 
morn renewed their haſty progreſs. — 
Soon they attained the ſummit of a 
ſwelling hill. —Far to the right appeared 

a 


= 


cc 


cc 
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2 plain, on which were pitched the 
Hebrews humble tents. — Joſeph, tranſ- 


ported at the long-wiſhed ſight, gazed 


with rapture for a moment's ſpace, — 
« Yonder, (he ſaid, turning to Aſe- 
« nath,) upon that gently-riſing ground, 
« are placed the habitations of our 
« loved relatives! — And now my eye 
« diſcerns, beneath a lofty pine, 
% an ancient fire ſurrounded by 
« ſportive children.—Speak, Judah, — 
« quickly, — is not that Jacob ? — My 


« heart informs me. — Can I be miſ- 


& taken?” 


* Tou art not miſtaken, my deareſt 
brother. — Fond expectation has, I 
« doubt not, placed him there, to 
watch thy arrival.” — The glow of 

P pleaſure 


— 
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pleaſure wandered o' er the cheeks of 
duteous love. With trembling alacrity 
Joſeph advanced over the brow and 
down the declivity of that eminence 
from which he had contemplated the 
pleaſing appearance. Already he had 
reached the entrance of the extended 
plain, when Reuben, who accompanied 
his father, deſcried the unuſual commo- 
tion. — Though clouds of duſt had, for 
an inſtant, intercepted his view, yet 
ſoon, beyond a doubt, he ſaw the con- 
firmation of what, at firſt, was but ſuſ- 
picion.— Jacob obſerved the joyful 
.confuſion that appeared in Reuben's 
Features. — What means my ſon? 
“ (he ſaid,) Why is thine eye fixed to 
a certain ſpot? — What doſt thou gaze 
% upon? — Why heaves thy boſom ?— 
% COLLECT 
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„ CoLLEer thy ſpirits, O my father. 
One trial yet remains: — that con- 
« quered, all beyond 1s happineſs. — 
« Yon duſty cloud encompaſſes what 
c moſt thou wiſheſt to behold.” — 


« Au! me, (aid Iſrael,) it cannot 
e be. -I ſee, indeed, the whirling duſt, 
« proclaiming the approach of {ome 
« Yes, my parent, proclaiming the 
* approach of Joſeph.” With the 
convulſive graſp of ſtrong ſurpriſe, 
Jacob preſſed the hand of Benjamin, 
who, with the other brethren, had ob- 
ſerved the welcome ſight, and now 
were drawn together to congratulate 


their father. — “ Speak, (he ſaid, and 


pointed to the diſtant company, ) ſay, 
are you deceived? Do you encourage 
p "= « the 


„ EF 


ee the ſweet hope that fills my ſoul?” 
— © Be ſeated, my venerable fire, wy 
© Be compoſed. We are not deceived, 
C Yon ſtately train ſurrounds our 
« brother. — His ſpeed declares his 
« fond deſire to ſalute thee.” « Oh 
* fight long wiſhed. — Sight precious 


© to-theſe eyes! — Help me, O my 
« children. — Support .me to my 
«© Joſeph.”-—< Short time, (ſaid Reu- 
ben,) my deareſt father, will bring 
c him to your feet.” —— A virtuous 
matron, who had long lamented the ſup- 
poſed death of an only ſon, from whoſe 
filial induſtry ſhe had derived a com- 
fortable ſupport, forlorn and deſolate, 
fixes her reſidence within ken of that 
deſtroying ocean-which had proved the 
deſtruction of her hopes, Fond to de- 
pulore 
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plore, on that ſequeſtered ſpot, the 
dreadful fate of him, whom, in 
imagination, ſhe yet beheld ſtruggling 
with the furious waves. For ah ! that 
dire event for ever fills her breaſt with 
excruciating ideas. — One fair autumnal 
morn, tracing her penſive ſteps along 
the ſtrand, ſhe fees a veſſel gliding over 
the dimpled ſurface of the waters; — 
when, from the ſhip, a well known 
form ſalutes. her eyes.—Soon ſhe recog- 
niſes that ſon whom heaven- miracu- 
louſly had preferved; and, wild with 


unexpected pleaſure, faints within his 


his arms. — With. rapture ſtill ſuperior 
to that which filled the breaſt maternal, 
Jacob beheld the ſumptuous cavalcade 
draw near. — Supported by Benjamin, 


he advanced, with trembling ſteps, to 


F4 meet 
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meet his Joſeph Eis numerous family 
attended, eager to behold this moſt. 
ſolemn ſcene. The oft-repeated changes 


of Iſrael's countenance were noticed by 


his loved attendant, who fondly marked 


the ſtrong emotions. —** O my parent, 


ll. <« theſe agitations ſpeak. the workings 


* of an over-charged heart. — Endea- 


« your to reſtrain the affecting tumult.” 


Jacob tremulouſly articulated, *< Yes, 


« this boſom is indeed overpowered 
<« with bliſs. —I feel its violent effects. 
1 «© — Almighty goodneſs aid me! — 
{1 e Reduce theſe tranſports within the 


“limits of reaſon, — and ſtrengthen 
« this debilitated frame, now in the 
«© moment of exceſſive joy. — But ah! 
i © mine eyes are dim. — Tell me, my 
j j « {on,—Is that, — Is chat, —my Joſeph, 
| : 3 « — That 
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That noble figure, pre-eminent in 
cc It 
« is indeed thy ſon, in all the ſplendour 


« dignity above his fellows ? 


« of Egyptian greatneſs.— Support 


« H aſſiſt me, heaven t is my Joſeph! 


« — To me he haſtens! Welcome — 
« oh welcome to theſe aged arms, — 


* my darling fon,” — — — — — 


Wir the moſt impaſſioned tender- 


neſs Joſeph caught the happy father, in 


whoſe half-cloſed eye delight unutter- 
able was ſeen. Speechleſs and faint, 
.a torpid heavineſs ſeiſed his weakened 
powers, while the participating relatives 
Obſerved a ſolemn pauſe, the natural 
. conſequence of joy extreme. Reclining 
on his deareſt Rachel's firſt-born, 
Jacob was ſinking into a ſtate of ſweet 
; P 4 inſenſibility 
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inſenſibility, till, rouſed by the enli- 
vening ſounds of filial love, he gazed,— 
wept, — gazed upon the tear-{wotlen 
countenance of his fon, who poured, in 


vaſt profuſion, the grateful drops of 


duty upon the fond parental boſom. — 


Precious balm ! to heal the wounds that 


long, with power corroſive, had dif- 


turbed a father's peace. — Salutary as 
vernal ſhowers, infuſing life-reſtoring 
freſhneſs into the vegetable world, 
whoſe bloom untimely froſt and chilling 
North-Eaſt winds had nipped. Re- 
freſhing as the mild juice of uſeful co- 
coas to the toiling Indian, (who travels 
through the tedious day, beneath the 
unclouded ſkies and ſcorching ſun,) 
when, guided by inſatiable thirſt, he 
plucks the delightful fruit, and drinks 
the 


* . 


JOSEPH 217 


the wholeſome liquor. — Sweet ſource 
of pleaſure to the reverend patriarch, 
whoſe tears mixed in one ſtream with 
thoſe of tender love. Recovering from 
the bliſsful delirium, Jacob, ever mind- 
ful of that cauſe to whom he owed his 
vaſt felicity, thus addreſſed the rejoicing 
family. — „It is but right, my chil- 
« dren, that fervent praiſes, in ſtrains 
« exalted and devout, ſhould ſpeak our 
« ſenſe of ſuch invaluable bleſſings. — 
“Come, then, and, with the deepeſt 
© adoration, let us celebrate that God 
e of mercy who reſtores a happineſs ſo 
long with-held.“ —Bending his trem- 
bling knees, with hands uplifted, and 
heart fraught with the pious ſwell of 
gratitude, he breathed a ſacrifice more 
pleaſing than that of ſlaughtered lamb 
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or kid unſpotted. © Oh thou im- 
« mortal God, whoſe cheering promiſe c 
proved, to the ſpirit depreſſed, a 


« ſource of comfort ; — whoſe perfect 
< truth and holineſs will complete, in 
« its moſt extenſive ſenſe, whatever 
re that promiſe meant ;—whoſe emana- 


cc tions of compaſſion illumined my 
e darkened ſoul ; —to whom I owe | 
< the ineſtimable happineſs that fills | 
-< this glowing boſom ; — ſuffer thy | 
« humble creature (as far as frail hu- 
© manity will admit,) thus proſtrate to 
« expreſs the effuſions of his thankful 
c joy. — Yes, I will thank thee, O 
« thou father of love. With 
c humility profound, I will adore thy 
Omnipotence. — The opening dawn 
c ſhall witneſs my oraiſons, and cloſing 


e eve 


A 
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« eye ſhall behold the ſacrifice of praiſes | 
« renewed. At the lateſt period of my | 


« exiſtence, when life ſcarce actuates 


« the convulſed lips of departing mor- 
« tality; when vengeful death, armed 
« with his awful terrors, ſhall de- 
* nounce immediate ſeparation to the 
tc mortal and immortal parts of man; 
« when the attenuated muſcles refuſe 
ce to perform the neceſſary offices, and 


ce chilling languor creeps over this vital 
« clay; then, even at that dreadfu] 
* hour, while ſpeech is permitted, I 

vill pronounce thy glorious name, 
« and tell the wonders of thy love.” 


Tux debt of pious thankſgiving diſ- 
charged, Jacob ſaluted, with the moſt 
affectionate careſſes, his Joſeph's beau- 


teOUS 
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teous conſort and her blooming offspring. 


All faluted the welcome gueſts. —AY T 
received the tender ſalutation from Aſe- tl 
nath, who expreſſed, in terms of humble f 
duty, her felicitations to the venerable ü 
parent of her beloved huſband; —Benja- : 


min, advancing to Jacob, leading his 
lovely Zaphna, “ Now, O my father, 
C (he ſaid,) complete our felicity. Al- 
« ready has Eliel beſtowed a willing 
« conſent. Thy benediction alone is 


«© wanting to make us happy.” —— 


c 


* 


My benediction, O thou treaſure of 
ce thy parent? — Yes. — May heaven 
ce beſtow efficacy on thy utmoſt wiſhes, 
« May this faithful maid in thee enjoy 
ce the full reward due to her tender per- 
« ſeverance. May love and peace diſ- 
2 tinguiſh your future days, and ever- 
e laſting 
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« laſting bliſs be the portion of ye both.” 
The grateful lovers, kneeling, received 
the important bleſſing, which thus con- 
firmed their deareſt hopes, and devoutly 
thanked the Almighty for this accumn- 
lation of felicity.—With the moſt grace- 
ful modeſty, Zaphna confeſſed her joy. 
— With the moſt ardent delight, Ben- 
Jamin liſtened to the ſoft acknowledge- 
ment, — Turning to the wife of Joſeph, 
— * O my ſiſter, (he ſaid,) accept a 


« gentle companion, whoſe aſſiduities 


« vill deſerve thy future attention.” — 
With an affectionate embrace, Aſenath 
received the bluſhing virgin, and pre- 
ſented herto Joſeph. —Fondly he claſped 
the betrothed conſort of his Benjamin; 
fondly he congratulated the amiable 
Zaphna, — No jealouſy now reigned in 

the 
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the fraternal boſom. — No mean-ſouled 
rancour fluſhed the cheek with envy's 
hue malign. — No more the air of cold 
conſtraint ſat heavy on the clouded 
countenance. — The glow of friendſhip 
and ſmile of pleaſure adorned thoſe fea- 
tures which erſt black guilt deformed, 
— The Egyptians, kindly mixing with 
the Hebrews, ſet up their tents in the 
ſpacious plain. — With cheerful readi- 
neſs, the brethren performed the rights 
of ſacred hoſpitality. — Soon as the 
tranquil hour of evening drew on, the 
happy ſire ſought his Joſeph's conver- 
ſation, amid a plat of olives, whoſe 
verdure, favoured by the thickneſs of 
the foliage, was not yet deſtroyed by 
blighting winds, which had deprived 
each ſolitary walk and lone receſs of 

their 


— — 
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their luxuriant covering. Reuben and 
Benjamin ſoon joined the patriarch and 


his beloved ſon. — Joſeph, recogniſing 


the dreadful period when Reuben, by 


his humane perſuaſions, (aided by 
Judah, from whom he had the impor- 


tant information,) reſcued him from. 


that horrid death the unrelenting breth- 
ren had contrived, felt the moſt ardent 


deſire to expreſs the ſenſations of his 


heart, — Not unſeen by his good old 


parent was the humid ſwell of affection, 


which trembled in his eye. —He marked 
thoſe looks of love which Joſeph di- 
rected to his elder brother. — I! ſee, 
* my ſon, (he ſaid,) with true delight, 
<«« I ſee the happy unity between my 
< children. Sweet proof, your friend- 


'* ſhip is.cemented by the ſtrongeſt ties, 


nature 


—— — — —— 


— — —— 
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« nature and reaſon.” — Ah! Jacob, 
thou kneweſt not the extent of that vaſt 
obligation which ſtruggled in thy 
Joſeph's breaſt. — Long he had wiſhed 
to give full ſcope to the ſympathetic 
feelings of his heart; long wiſhed to 
make the affeCtionate acknowledgement 
to the preſerver of his life; —bur, fear- 
ful left his other brethren might ſuſpect 
the ſincerity of his full and free forgive- 
neſs, (which the repetition of paſt events 


might endanger,) he had ſuppreſſed the 


overflow of gratitude. — But now, re- 
flecting,.— twas to this clement brother 
he was indebted for his felicity, — re- 
flecting on the viſible anxiety and 


piercing lamentations which (as Judah 


informed him) Reuben had expreſſed, 


when unable to ſave him intirely from 
-:, "Weir 
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their premeditated. vengeance, — he 
could no longer repreſs the agitation of 
his ſoul, but, mindleſs of a father's pre- 
ſence, ſpake. To thee, —to thee, — 
ie an aged parent owes the reftoration 
« of his child. But for thee, the ſor- 
cc rows of Iſrael had yet embittered his 
« exiſtence. — Thy love ſecured me 
« from a cruel death.” — Jacob, with 
heſitating voice, interrupted his ſon. — . 
«© What perils did thy brother ſave thee 

from? — Say why theſe rapturous ex- 
« preſſions? — © Forgive me, O my 
ce father. — Let not thy ſoul's tran- 
« quility be alarmed. — I mcan not to 
« diſturb thy peace, — The calls of 
< juſtice are now fulfilled, and ſweet 
« fincerity ſhall guild our future days.“ 
— This kind remembrance gave delight 


* ſupreme 
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ſupreme to Reuben, who | returned the 
_ generous Joſeph's embrace with cordial 
love. | | 5 


Defirous to complete his tedious tra- 
vels, Jacob, attended by his numerous 
poſterity, loſt fight of Goſhen. — With 
haſte they journeyed towards Egypt, 
and ſoon the patriarch was gratified by 
the view of Memphis ſtately towers, 
and all that wonderous waſte of wealth 
diffuſed around, — The intelligence of 
their arrival reached the auguſt poten- 
tate of that mighty nation.— And when, 
by his command, Jofeph appeared 
before him. — “ I would behold (he 
ce ſaid) thy ancient parent; bring him 
te hither,” Supported by his fon, the 
reverend Iſrael ſtood in the preſence of 
the 
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the king, His mild ſerene deportment, 
unawed by mortal greatneſs; his perſon 
majeſtic, though oppreſſed by a weight 
of years and infirmities; declared him: 
worthy of the attention of regal power. 
— With. graceful decency he thus ad- 
dreſſed the monarch. — “ Thou ſeeſt, 
« O Pharaoh, an aged man, whoſe 
« forrows once declared him the moſt 
« miſerable of beings, deprrved of every 
« human help. — When, fuddenly, al- 
© mighty Goodneſs again reſtores his 
_ « deareft bleſſing, — again has given 
« him. to. indulge his almoſt extin- 
e guiſhed hopes. — Soon ſhall this tot- 
« tering tenement fall, a prey to death. 
« — Already have I ſcen upwards of 
cc one hundred years, nor cant expect a 
< long continuance here, — Permit thy 


Q 2 « ſeryants 
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« ſervants to rejoice together. till the 
« day of ſeparation comes, for much 1 
« wiſh this duteous ſon to cloſe his 
*« father's eyes.“ 


IS, (Pharaoh anſwered,) thou 
c good old man, thy Joſeph ſhall ſelect 
« ſome fruitful ſpot where thou mayeſt 
« dwell in peace. — My granaries ſhall 
«*«, ſupply thy wants till famine ceaſes to 
*« torment this land.” With becoming 
grace and due ſubmiſſion, Jacob. bowed 
before the king; then, raifing his 
hands to heaven, thus ſpake.— 


« Tnou awful Deity, who reigneſt 
* above, who, with an ear of ſoft com- 
« placency, attendeſt to the petition of 
«. helpleſs mortals, grant, to the royal 

Pharaoh, 
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« Pharaoh, thy heavenly benedictions. 
« — Secure to him his children's duty 
« and his people's love; the friendſhip 
« of ſurrounding nations, and increaſing 
« power. — O give him length of days 
« and health confirmed; — and, at the 
« expiration of his mortal date, ever- 
te laſting bliſs! —— This ſaid, the 
happy father and his attentive ſon 
quitted the preſence of the Egyptian 
king. — Agreeable to Pharaoh's com- 
mands, Joſeph appropriated the land of 
Rameſes to Jacob's uſe. — Bleſſed with 
the preſence of his numerous poſterity, 
he felt a ſerenity unuſual to extreme 
age; waiting with patience till the 
vengeful famine had exhauſted its 
dreadful powers; and ſaw with pleafure 
the diſtinction his beloved ſon enjoyed 


ariſing 
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ariſing from his generous attention to 
the ſuffering people, and his prudent 
uſe of that increaſing favour he was 
honoured with, — His wiſdom in ac- 
1 cumulating treaſure to his king, 


free from every ſordid principle, ren- 
. dered him the moſt revered. as well as 
1 - happieſt of mortals. _ 


THE END. 


— — — 
" 


© So "EL —_— 42 * — — ” % . hd A . as — * 
— LA— ]«—⁰ CELERY ä on « — 
9 5 — * F - _—_ ES 
— a . ——— — 
. 
* 
. 


